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The purpose of this study is to examine a significant change in the Thai foreign policy
toward neighboring countries under Thaksin Shinawatra’s government (2001-2004). The
Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Cooperation Strategy or ACMECS is chosen as a
case study to illustrate such change while the concept of regimes provides an analytical
framework for the study.

The study shows that Thai foreign policy toward neighboring countries including
Cambodia Laos Myanmar and Vietnam under Thaksin Shinawatra’s government is relatively
different from those undertaken by the previous governments both in substances and
administrative style. Thus, the Thaksin’s government has attempted to reposition Thailand to be
an economic hub of the region and as a donor country. Economic diplomacy is the key
instrument in bringing about this new foreign policy initiative along with the implementation of
various confidence building measures in order to build trust between Thailand and its
counterparts. In addition, the top-down administrative style is also carried out.

In short, ACMECS can be considered as an initiative as well as a new approach in
conducting foreign policy toward the neighboring countries which hopefully will benefit all. In
this light, it is also important that all parties concerned place the utmost importance in moving
ACMECS forward so that ACMECS can truly become an effective mechanism in bringing

sustainable development hence a long-lasting peace in the region.





