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In the hectic world, people are always living in a rush. pressure to run against time leads to the strong desire
for a common area where they can relax after work. This highlights the importance of common areas for leisure activities at
all communities, large or small. Most of them are located near residential areas for travelling convenience.

The research on the utilization of common areas in medium-priced large-scale housing estates in North Bangkok
set out with the objective to study how commeon areas of all types are being utilized. The 23 housing projects short-listed
for the study are located along Rangsit-Nakhon Nayok Road, Lamlukka Road, Vinavadi Rangsit Road, and Watcharaphol
Road. Seventeen of them are of large size and they can be grouped into three categories depending on the period
of development permission granted by the Lands Department. Eleven of them were granted the permission before 2000, 3
granted after the year 2000 and 3 in the application process.

At these projects, the common areas have been utilized for similar activities, mostly as the grounds for
relaxation and light exercises. Some projects organize exira activities in the public parks while clubs are turned to the
venues for exercise and leisure. Others host sports competitions. At some projects, the common area reserved for the pre-
school construction are found being encroached as no construction works have yet begun. Roads and pavements,
genuinely constructed for vehicles and pedestrians, are usually taken as jogging tracks thanks to the straight lines, in
contrast to the short circles at public parks which interrupt serious joggers' activity. Residents are also allowed to park their
bicycles and motorcycles on the road, at some projects, for the convenience in getting in and out of their houses.

The study on the 17 projects found thatthe common areas are generally ulilized in three ways : 1. they are
utilized as prescribed by laws, judging by the activities which are in accordance with the regulations on common area
utilization. 2. They accommodate extra activities to respond to the local residents’ needs. 3. They are redesigned to
accommodate new activities as the originally-planned activities are considered inappropriate for the set-aside common

space.





