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This thesis is an attempt to explicate how emotions and Confucius’ ethical concepts
are related and how emotions play important roles in Confucius’ ethics. Moral emotion is
related to three main ethical concepts, namely, humaneness (ren), propriety (/) and
righteousness (yi). Humaneness is the necessary condition of moral emotion and as love,
humaneness is itself a moral emotion. Propriety is not only the way to express emotions
but also guides and cultivates human emotion. Righteousness leads emotions in various
situations and contexts. Moral emotion can be developed and cultivated by poetry,
propriety and music.

| Major moral emotions in Confucian philosophy consist of love, hatred, sorrow,
shame and joy. All of these play important parts for the good life. Love or humaneness is a
moral virtue; ren is a source of moral motivation. Hatred, sorrow and shame are emotions
that form evaluation of persons and moral actions. Shame, especially, is both moral
deliberation and moral responsibility. Finally, joy is an emotion which manifests the
pleasure of being upright of a person with moral virtues.
However, it can be argued emotions in Confucius’ ethics are restricted merely to
cultivated emotions. Confucius’ ethics seems to be unconcerned about natural emotions
and also neglects some emotions such as humour, which is a significant emotion for

Daocism.





