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This thesis studies the “Siamese Fairs and Exhibitions™ from the “National Exhibition” in
1882 to “The Siamese Kingdom Exhibition” in 1926, which were influenced by international
exhibitions. This study also reflects Siamese history in the reigns of King Chulalongkorn and King
Vajiravudh.

The study of the “Siamese Fairs and Exhibitions” illustrates the significance and
development of the following:-

Firstly, Siamese participations in many international exhibitions were seen as a way to
demonstrate Siam as a civilized nation. They were also used to strengthen international relations.

Secondly, having learnt the technique of organizing fairs and exhibitions from the West,
the Siamese elite started organizing their own as proof of the Kingdom’s modernization. By organizing
fairs and exhibitions times and again, the knowledge of modern management was passed on from the
elite to the government officials and to the public.

Thirdly, the organization of fairs and exhibitions in Siam relied on the modern
bureaucratic system, which had a clear line of management. This coupled with actual practice from
organizing the events on a regular basis for the betterment of the Siamese people help promoted self-
development of government officials.

Fourthly, fairs and exhibitions in Bangkok reflected the growth of Bangkok as a modern
city as seen in the constructions of roads, bridges, and tramways as modern means of transportation, and

in the increase in the types and volume of modern business in Bangkok.





