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ABSTRACY

Prior to the reformation of Payap County government in 1884,

the way of life, production and living of the Northern Thai peasants

were absolutely controlled by the Northern rulers. However the central

government exerted a fairly loose control. As commoners and slaves

the peasants were taken advantage of. The production of the peasants

-

was a self-sufficient. The barter system was practiced extensively

although in some places money was levied by the rulers, as landowners,

from the peasants. The central government wished to establish unity

in the Kingdom of Thailand and to reduce the influence of Britain,

thus it carried out a reformation of the Payap County government

from 1884 ~ 1933.



The study has three main objec;ives. Firstly, to study the
development of taxlpolicy : pattern, methéd and procedure of tax
collection'used during tﬁe transition period into capitélism in’
the Northr”Secondly. to sﬁﬁdy the relationship between the government,
tax officers, merchants and peasants duridg the tax refrom period
of 1884-1933. Thirdly, to swudy the relationship between the changes
'in tax policy and the commercialization in the NérthernkThai
peasantry. ' <

Thé-study relies on bublished and unpublished government

. a
documents available in the National Archives as well as published
"reasearch work completed by other researche:s oﬁ related topics.
Interviews of old people living in the North during the réformation
period especially in Sansaiﬂ and Saraphi district of Chiang Mai
province were als§ used in this study.

The study showed that, following the ;entral government's
reformation of the Payap County governmenﬁ and the need to establish
political aﬁd administrative stability in the region, the
establishment of a sound economic basis was therefore sought aftér
by the central government; This was done through tax'reform. During
this period three major changes in tax policy wereISeen. First,

.taxes were collected in terms of money insﬁead of produce. Second,

tax bases were expanded .and higher .tax rates were levied on various



tems. Third, the old system of taxation was replaced by the system
(oo '

;f;tax farmihg. The implementation of this new tax policy increased
e:béasants's tax burden. Because the revenue from taxes had to

hdiVided into three part%, for the central government in Bangkok,

or the ﬁa;zhern rulers ana\for the tax officers. As a result many

Bfe peaéants_had to turn to other means of earning their livings,

"such as hiring themselves out, growing cash crops, finding jungle

; éf6ducé, and trading. In conclusion, the ghanges of the tax pdiicy

'*during the period of the reformation of the Payap County government
.1884-1933. caused the self—sﬁfficien& type of productioﬁ to the
pre of more commercialized pfoduction. Produce, labour and other
facﬁérs of production could be exchanged for money. The reformation

had gradually led Northern peasantry into the system of commercial-

ization.



