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~Abstract .

Thal Government has begun to Iaunch the development of
hilltribes population snnce 1952 The nature of provudmg assrstance
and promotlon has been |mproved through tlmes to be m hne with
circumstance and facts of the hllltnbes The Iast modnﬂcatlon was;
made by the Cabmet decrsuon on July 5, 1976 resultmg in the
so—called Integratlon Pollcy which was set out to be used with the
hllltrlbes This policy is regarded as the Prlme Polrcy for
development and provudmg welfare for the hllltrlbes Major goais of

the policy emphasize that all h|lltr|bes become good Thai citizen and

are self-dependent,



The objective of this independent study is to find out a clue to

de\ielopment work resulting from the integration policy. "How

opriate ‘with - traditional ‘society of -the" hilltribes “that the ‘core
Hizations, as ‘specified by the " policy? conduct “the tangible

- i i B e N T e T Gt Al e ier et ypasdieng b
fcons srvation development ? This study, therefore, sets out a concrete
conceptual framework and follows by collectmg and anaiyzmg
LA ~"~"e :

of samples Wthh were Ilmlted to ntual elltes of the

Ba

The samples were not mcluded the communlty Ieaders

‘foc-us st.resseson three issu.es';ﬁ the role of ntual ehtes in
the tribal cultural context opmlons of ntual ehtes towards
vgovernment offlmals, and the meamng of bemgaThal cltlzen

accordmg to the oplmons of ntual elltes

Number of ritual eliites that are included in samples of this
study comprises of 229 people. They are Hmong, Yao, Lahu, Lisu,
and Akha who presently live in villages of the Chiang Rai Hilltribe
Development and Welfare Centre, Department of Public Welfare
Mmlstry of |nter|or The Centre |s a major orgamzat|on that is
responsuble for carylng out the above-mentloned pohcy There are four
posntlons of the hilltribe ritual elrtes (1) the senior groups, (2)
the spirit specialists, the magical spelling persons, yand the
herbalists, (3) the ritual specialists, and (4) the non-formal

village heads.
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e . study found out that all groups of ntua| elltes have

S ,P.M,r,.s “'!f’ ” i pg\%’u,

|ng thelr communmes notably in the groups of spirit
ritual “specialists. “ They have - hlgh : potentlal “and

in controlling ‘societal ‘mechanism in their communitiés to’

gh” family or “awareness_"'of “the desire “of the ‘super ‘natural
r, and they shoud be Wi’ljlfingly"accepted% by the mass of their’
ciety. The government officials do not have power or share ‘in
pointing these positions and should leave it be according to their

ribal cultural traits.

Ritual elrte samples accept status and role of government

Koffii‘ci'al in the aspect that they represent power of state. The

elationship between ritual elites and government officials follows

the patronage system. Each parts, however, remains conceptual
conflict. Although the conflict exists, the ritual elites are obliged

to reckoned with the status of governmental officials.

Being a Thai citizen, according to ritual elites, -means a
tangible legal qualification or a necessary condition required for Thai
society in general. Being a Thai means showing a respect to the King,
'knowing of the Prime minister, ordaining to the Buddhist monk or
“novice, participating in special activities. i.e, voting for the members of

parliament, engaging in hilitribe sport or hilltribe beauty contest,



Sitizen identification card, marrying to lowlander, and

he an,d.‘, which is the most important qualification.

,,,,,,,,,

oned by law. However, f'} being a hilltribe " is an -

Ittire or ,hillvtribe foik Wisvd‘o’m. | Deveiopment for the
be Wbe as the Thais, in abstract, can be conducted through

development of political culture process that converts

conceptual differences into political uniqueness ; and -through the
lmilat_ion of hilltribe economic equilibrium which is changed

ccofdirig to the dynamic stream of the core society.



