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HWAN ).

Federal Law_The Welfare Reform Act of 1996 (42 USCA § 666)

42 USCA §§ 666(a)

(5) Procedures concerning paternity establishment.
(A) Establishment process available from birth until age 18.
(i) Procedures which permit the establishment of the paternity of a child at
any time before the child attains 18 years of age.
(i) As of August 16, 1984, clause (i) shall also apply to a child for whom
paternity has not been established or for whom a paterﬁity action was brought but
dismissed because a statute of limitations of less than 18 years was then in effect in the

State.

(C) Voluntary paternity acknowledgment.

(i) Simple civil process. Procedures for a simple civil process for voluntarily
acknowledging paternity under which the State must provide that, before a mother and a
putative father can sign an acknowledgment of paternity, the mother and the putative
father must be given notice, orally, or through the use of video or audio equipment, and
in writing, of the alternatives to, the legal consequences of, and the rights (including, if 1
parent is a minor, any rights afforded due to minority status) and responsibilities that
arise from, signing the acknowledgment.

(1) State-offered services. Such procedures must require the State agency
responsible for maintaining birth records to offer voluntary paternity establishment
services.

(1) Regulations.

(aa) Services offered by hospitals and birth record agencies. The Secretary
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shall prescribe regulations governing voluntary paternity establishment services offered
by hospitals and birth record agencies.

(bb) Services offered by other entities. The Secretary shall prescribe
regulations specifying the types of other entities that may offer voluntary paternity
establishment services, and governing the provision of such services, which shall
include a requirement that such an entity must use the same notice provisions used by,
use the same materials used by, provide the personnel providing such services with the
same training provided by, and evaluate the provision of such services in the same
manner as the provision of such services is evaluated by, voluntary paternity
establishment programs of hospitals and
birth record agencies.

(iv) Use of paternity acknowledgment affidavit. Such procedures must require
the State to develop and use an affidavit for the voluntary acknowledgment of paternity
which includes the minimum requirements of the affidavit specified by the Secretary
under section 452(a)(7) for the voluntary acknowledgment of paternity, and to give full
faith and credit to such an affidavit signed in any other State according to its

procedures.

(D) Status of signed paternity acknowledgment.

(i) Legal finding of paternity. Procedures under which a signed voluntary
acknowledgment of paternity is considered a legal finding of paternity, subject to the
right of any signatory to rescind the acknowledgment within the earlier of--

(1) 60 days; or

(1) the date of an administrative or judicial proceeding relating to the child
(including a proceeding to establish a support order) in which the signatory is a party.

(iii) Contest. Procedures under which, after the 60-day period referred to in
clause (i), a signed voluntary acknowledgment of paternity may be challenged in court
only on the basis of fraud, duress, or material mistake of fact, with the burden of proof

upon the challenger, and under which the legal responsibilities (including child support
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obligations) of any signatory arising from the acknowledgment may not be suspended
during the challenge, except for good cause shown.

(L) Standing of putative fathers. Procedures ensuring that the putative father

has a reasonable opportunity to initiate a paternity action.
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