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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study was to analyze clarinet instruction in symphonic
bands. The data collection was conducted by interview of clarinet teachers and a
conductor of a symphonic band. The participants of the research were high school
symphonic bands in Bangkok who received a reward from an Asian symphonic band
competition. The research on clarinet instruction used 4 schools and covered the following
areas: 1) selection of the new clarinet members, 2) clarinet instruction, 3) music exercises,
4) practicing approach, 5) evaluation, and 6) problems, obstacles, and suggestions.

When selecting new clarinet members, 3 programs, Attawit Commercial
College Band, Triam Udom Suksa Symphonic Band, and Sarasas Ektra Symphonic Band
selected members based on appropriate physique, musical ability, and an interview. Just
one band, RaJavinit Mathayom Band, selected musicians based only on physique and an
interview. They did not assess musical ability. Every school directed instruction by
dividing personal musical instrument instruction and band instruction. The music teacher
focused exercises for the band and for individuals to the same purpose. But just one band,
Triam Udom Suksa Symphonic Band, play music scores instead of music exercises. Each
school has training systematization which follows the guidelines of the school by focusing
on technique, tone quality, finger technique, ear-training, sight- reading, and concert
recital. Each school evaluates clarinet playing by ear-training and sight-reading. Two
problems or obstacles are that students don't understand the teacher and teachers don't set
music as homework. Parents don't support students who study music. Lastly, problems
with budget are that a symphonic band uses a lot of money for instrument purchase and
outside camp training. The teachers suggest that teaching a strong music base well and
instructional music media will help.
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