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SUMALEE SAEWONG : MIGRATION OF BURMESE WORKERS AND ITS IMPACT ON
DEVELOPMENT IN MAE-SOT MUNICIPALITY, TAK PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR : PROF. SUPANG
CHANTAVANICH Ph.D., THESIS COADVISOR : MR. SAMARN LAODUMRONGCHAI, 165 pp.

This research has the purpose to : 1) Study the causes and pattern of migration of the Burmese
workers who came in to live and work in the Mae-Sot town municipality. 2) Study the impact of migration to
the development of Mae-Sot municipality in terms of economic, social and cultural.

The major cause of the migration of the Burmese workers is mainly economic. with some political
factors. Landlessness, low income and hardship are major economic reasons of migration. On the other
hand, Thailand has better economical condition, higher income, higher wage, job opportunities for workers
and their family. There are three major channels that workers use to come to Thailand; walking across the
Thai - Myanmar Friendship bridge, taking a boat to cross the temporarily permitted area and crossing through
ilegal passes. Thereafter the Burmese workers came to work in the Mae-Sot municipality, hired by
entrepreneurs who need Burmese laborers.

Looking at the impact of this labor migration, Mae-Sot economy boomed rapidly at both country and
community levels. The Burmese workers come in to meet the labor demand caused by increasing investment.
Businessmen can reduce the operation cost due to cheap labor. Besides, the Burmese workers increase the
usage of consumer goods in the community, leading to better economical liquidity in Mae-Sot. Social and
Cultural impacts can be seen in various aspects. Workers prefer to live with their friends and family or in
dormitory provided by employers. Mae-Sot natives tend fo feel insecure because of crimes committed by
migrant workers although the latter are not the major criminal group. But because they are illegal immigrants.
Local people want them to be arrested. In health care, a high rate of communicable deceases is found in
Mae-sot, linking to Burmese migrant workers. The migrants use Thai hospital health care services and put a
burden on the hospital costs of care for in patients. Most workers who are Buddhists can continue to
celebrate their religions ceremonies. They can also communicate to each other in Burmese language and eat
Burmese food. However, migrants learn to adapt themselves to the new life through the learning of Thai

language and the use of modern technology like mobile phone.





