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ABSTRACT

This research had the objective to study (1) the social and economic
conditions of the agriculturists growing rice in Pathumthani Province; (2) the
acceptance levels on the organic agriculture project of the agriculturists growing
rice in Pathumthani Province; and (3) the problems and suggestions related to the
procedures, knowledge and understanding of the organic agriculture project.

The research samples consisted of 158 (from 262) agriculturists, who were
the members of the organic agriculture project in Pathumthani Province. The data
were collected through the interviews while the collected data were then analyzed
by the computer program. The statistics used in the research included frequency,
percentage, minimum , maximum , average and standard deviation. The research
found that the agriculturists were 45 years old in average. The household labor
was about 2.16 persons. According to the research, 51.3% of the agriculturists had
their own agricultural area. Most of the agriculturists, namely 70.5% had the
experience on the organic rice agriculture while 46.9% preferred using various kinds
of fertilizers. The agricultural income was derived from the paddy field operation
(167,200 Baht), gardening (11,369.76 Baht) and farming (250,000 Baht). Most of the

agriculturist agreed that the organic agriculture provided the benefits for them in the
medium level as half of the agricultural fund source was derived from many sources
including the loan and support fund. Most of the agriculturists accepted the
technology of organic agriculture. According to the study, 79.7% of the agriculturist
did not use the chemicals in the great amount; 71.5% agreed on the land abundance;
96.2% prepared the seeds without any chemicals utilization; 34.8% used the
standardized seeds; 96.2% performed the soil management and analysis with no straw
burning; 93.7% used the organic fertilizer, biological fertilizer and green manure;
95.6% performed the pests prevention and crops rotation; 60.8% did not used the
chemicals in pests elimination. The problems found in this research were the lack of
production knowledge and seeds storage, expensive seeds, problems related to
materials for organic fertilizer and agricultural procedures. Therefore, the guidelines
of agricultural and trainings should be established to provide the appropriate
production knowledge and seeds storage. Concerning the agricultural trainings, the
benefits of organic agriculture should be clearly emphasized so that the agriculturists
could realize the benefits of organic agriculture and produce more organic fertilizer.
In addition, the group participation, strong and sustainable organization should be also
enhanced.
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