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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study (1) some socioeconomic aspects
of farmers in the project area (2) farmers’ participation in the project area and (3) these
farmers’ problems .

The populations used in this study were the farmers participating in the
Community Rice Center Project in Bangbo district and Bang Sao Thong sub-district in
Samut Prakan Province. There were 8 centers and 240 farmers which 160 farmers were
sampled as sample size for collecting relevant agricultural data through structural interview
form. Statistical parameters used were frequency, percentage, means, minimum, maximum,
and standard deviation

Findings were that (1) most of the respondents were male with their age-
average of 52.22 years old and family household size of 4.38. Also, most of them borrowed
the money from the Community Rice Centers and Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives They have grown rice for 36.80 years and most of them occupied their area by
hiring at 25.80 rai in average and did have it by their own at 2.16 rai in average. There were
2.32 people for agricultural labor and 0.94 people for non-agricultural labor. Their income
from agricultural sector was as high as 190,758.75 baht in average whereas that of non-
agricultural sector was at 124,300.75 baht in average Grand total of average income was then
231,340.12 baht. However, Costs of agricultural sector, household consumption, and grand
total in average were as high as 48,290.12 baht, 55,258.12 baht and 57,423.14 baht
respectively. (2) In general of 4 steps, quite a number of the farmers in the project area did
participate in the project in that more or less of them participated in implementing the
project’s activities whereas most of those receiving benefits from the project participated.
Also, at 50 % of the respondents participated in the project for monitoring and evaluation. (3)
Most of the respondents received project 's information from government authorities and their

neighbors. They did contact with other farmers in the project area from time to time ;
however, they constantly contacted the local authorities in the project area to gain support for
production inputs and various implementation facilities from the project. (4) a quarter of
farmers faced some problems with the Center’s implementation in that they received the
inputs from the government sector quite late and they could not address their pest problem
according to integrated pest management based on Farmer Field School process.
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