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ABSTRACT

This research was based on a survey design with the objective of evaluatmg the
effects of enforcement of smoke-free nightclubs, pubs and bars in Bangkok
metropolitan in compliance with the Non-Smoker’s Health Protection Act of 1992,
according to the announcement of the Ministry of Health (Issue 18), 2007. The
population sample used in this study comprised a total of 15 police officers, 5 public
health officers, 75 service venue operators and employees and 400 service users. The
data was statistically analyzed by percentage, mean, standard deviation and Chi-square testing.

The research findings indicated that the service users possessed the greatest
knowledge on the topic of cigarette smoke being harmful to the health of non-smokers,
followed by knowledge on current laws forbidding smokers in smoke-free areas, and
had moderate attitudes toward the enforcement of the law under the Non-Smoker’s Health
Protection Act. Of the subjects, 27.2% of service users had been warned about violations
regarding smoking in non-smoking areas while another 8.2% of service users had been
fined previously for violating the law by smoking in non-smoking areas and 0% of
service users had been incarcerated for violating the law by smoking in non-smoking
areas. Once the relationships had been analyzed, it was found that knowledge about
the Non-Smoker’s Health Protection Act of 1992 was related to the effects of
enforcing the law in smoke-free nightclubs, pubs and bars in terms of fines. Attitudes
toward the enforcement of laws, severity of punishment and the speed of arrests was
related to the effects of enforcing the law, in terms of warnings.

According to the research, the enforcement of smoke-free nightclubs, pubs
and bars was in accordance with the announcement of the Ministry of Public Health
(Issue 18) of 2007. If there are any violations, there should be processes formed to
make society shun smoking in smoke-free areas and to promote perception of guilt
according to the guidelines for enforcing contemporary criminology. '
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