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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to investigate practices under the
| Alcoholic- Beverages Control Act 2008, to discover the difficulties and successes
in implementing the law and to find approaches to support the practice by a
social control process. The research was qualitative, involving data collections by
means of observations and interviews. It was found that Buddhist monasteries
play a predominant role in controlling the use of alcoholic beverages according to
Buddhist doctrine and the Sangha’s administrative code. Alcohol use can be
controlled if regulated strictly. The Alcoholic Beverages Control Act 2008 plays a
separate role which emerged only to emphasize the existing strict ordinance of
alcohol control within Buddhist monasteries. However, there are still some
temples which do not follow the law.

Difficulties arose in understanding the self - regulating roles and duties,
perspectives towards social norms and values, processes, law and its practice,
evaluating and verifying processes, and people’s participation.

Success was obviously found in temples which had not previously paid
any attention to the matter and then realised the importance of the practice. Also
those which had already enforced a prohibition on alcohol looked at the law even
more seriously, and the law helped prevent the use of alcohol in temples in a
location-control manner so that people in general were made more aware of
alcoholic beverages control.

_ Suggestions for supporting measures focus first on the abbots’
involvements within the community to enforce monastery regulations and
management. The abbots should follow the established regulations strictly and
any breach should be responded to with warnings and penalties, namely, refusal
to accept invitations and rejection of permission to utilize monastery space for
festivities. Secondly, civil society should participate in the enforcement of
regulations with checks and control procedures to following and investigating
alcohol drinking within the monasteries. Any breaches should be penalized with
warnings, fines, refusal to participate in activities, and lawsuits. '
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