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CHADCHADA HANCHENLUKSH: AN ANALYSIS OF RICE EXPORTS FROM
THAILAND TO IRAN. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. ISRA
SARNTISART,Ph.D., 130 pp.

Although, the value of trade between Thailand and Iran has not been explicitly high
compare to many countries, the trade value and type of commodities have performed the
significant harmony in eacfl country’ demand. Because rice has occupied the first rank of export
value from Thailand to Iran since 1979, rice shall be an appropriate proxy for the analysis of trade
between Thailand and Iran. The objectives of this thesis are as followings- (i) to study trade
relations, (i) an analysis competitiveness of rice export from Thailand to Iran, and (iii) to study
factors affecting Thailand’s rice export to Iran.

Analysis is based on Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA) method and Constant
Market Share (CMS) method. Data in this study is annual data from 1997 — 2005. In addition, the
estimation of demand for rice in Iran by the Ordinary Least Square (OLS) method uses the annual
data during 1986 —2005.

Results show that Pakistan, Vietnam and Uruguay are the important competitors of Thai
rice exporting. However, Iran’s most wanted is Thai rice. The government must concern about
1) competitiveness and 2) adjustment that go along with Iran rice demand. Therefore, Thai
government should have appropriate plan to improve these two factors and concern about price
and quality of Thai rice to make our rice differ from another competitor’s. Also, Iran’s strict

import regulation is one of the important factors that Thai government should study in-depth. In
J addition, there are other factors affect trading rice not only the price éf Thailand and the
competitors’ but also quantity of rice produced in Iran, the income of Iran, population of Iran,
war, rice trading between the government of Thailand and Iran. Furthermore, there are quality
factors such as rice quality, the good trader’s relationship including close relationship, familiarity,
and trustworthiness. The political and payment confidence is the importanf factor; especially, the

nuclear projects, that Iran could be boycotted, could decrease entrepreneurs confidence in trading.





