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ABSTRACT

TE155129

This main objectives of this research were to study 1) demographic data of women
prisoners, 2) their message receptivity behavior, 3) their personal adjustment process, and 4) effects
of message receptivity on their personal adjustment.

In this research, 150 samiples were selected by simple random sampling from
identification numbers of priscners in Chiang Mai Women Reformatory. The data were collected by
questionnaires with the alpha coefficient value 0.87, and then analyzed for percentage, mean and
standard deviation. The results were as follows:

The average age of the women prisoners was 30.44 years, 52.6% had completed a
high schcol or equivalent, 39.3% were single, and 85.3% were punished for drug. They have
been imprisoned for an average of 28.91 months.

For message receptivity behavior, 65.5% received messages from visiting relatives,
47.4% received or followed messages about laws, 45.3% rarely received messages, 33.3% were
willing to receive messages, 57.3% spent 30 minutes at the most to receive messages, and 28.7%
received o1 followed messages from 08:00 to 11:30 a.m.

The women prisoners conducted all § steps of personal adjustment process: Loss and
axiety period (feeling guiliy of what they had done) (step 2), mental recovery period (acceptance
of reasons) (step 4), culture shock and denial period (step 1), acceptance and integration period
(step 5), and initial adjustment period (step 3).

As for effects of message receptivity on personal adjustment it was found that the
message receptivity from relatives, television, magazines, journals, jailers, and newspapers
affected their adjustment at a high level; and textbooks, official letters, radio or broadcast and
friends, a moderate level. Legal messages, and dharma programs affected their adjustment at a
high level while novels, political, economy and public news, and features affected their

adjustment at a moderate level.



