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The purposes of this study were tc find out 1) characters of population, 2) the
nature of people participation in Community Radio Field Implementation of Radio Thailand in
terms of planning, decision-making, program production and evaluation, and 3) problems and
people’s suggestions for community radio ficld implementation improvements.

The data was collected by means of questionnaires, with a reliability value of 0.98,
from 67 people participating in community radio field implementation and analyzed for
pcreentage, mean, and standard deviation by using the SPSS. The results were as follows:

1. The percentage of male and female respondents were 67.20 and 32.80. Their
average age was 42.63 years. They held a bachelor degree, were either government officials or
semi-government employees, and had an average income of 12,325.82 baht per month. As for
their social status, most of them were ordinary people ard some were the community’s leaders.
They have lived in Lamphun for an average of 28.43 years.

2. Most of the respondents participated in community radio field implementation
by listening, fcllowed by on zir implementing, and expressing their opinions about the program.
Their level of participation in implementation was moderate while that in evaluation of expending
the budget in community radio field implementation was low.

3. Problems concerning the participation in community radio field implementation
were the lack of support for implementation such as budget, equipment, personnel, and
cooperation from other institutions; differences in personnel’s opinions; lack of determined
implementation t~ solve problems; lack of freedom in making decisions on administration, but
depending on Radio Thailand, Lamphun; some people unable to participate in the program,
except listening, due to their other responsibilities or without a transport to the radio station; and
distortion of real situations.

4. The respondents suggested that problems to be presented should be closely
relevant to them, beneficial to the community, up-to-date, interesting, and emphasize local
wisdom; people should be allowed to participate without any conditions; famous community
leaders and people related with the problems such as ordinary people, agencies® representatives,
academics, etc. should be invited to participate in implementation; there should be a committee
for friendly implementation which can reach target groups; there should be varieties of programs
to be presented at a suitable time i.e. before 8 a.m. and after S p.m. or on holidays for 30 minutes
to an hour; people with both negative and positive opinions on a topic should be invited to
participate in the program so that the discussion will cover all aspects of the topic while the
conductor must be neutral; the program should be implemented in the community where the
situations or problems occurred; the information to be disclosed must be clear, and
straightforward and co-conductors should be able to give exact answers to ihe questiors; the sonic
wave should reach distant communities and people should be informed of the program before

hand so that they could participate in program listening and producing.



