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ABSTRACT

This research was conducted to examine: 1) the persgl‘f at-!;issgig-gogomic
characteristics of farmers in Sansai District, Chiang Mai Province; 2) their behavior in watching a
television program; 3) their preferred television formats and structures; and 4) the agricultural
contents of a television program. The data were collected from a multi-level randomized sample
population of 119 farmers in Sansai Distiict, Chiang Mai Province by means of questionnaires
and interviews. A sofiwcre packaged Statistical Program for the Social Science research
(SPSS/PC") was used to analyze the data. Results of the study were as follows:

In regard to farmers’ personal and socio-economic characteristics, about 61.3% of
the farmers were male with an average age of 47. About 7 of 10 had primary school education.
The majority of their agricultural activities included crop preduction, animal raising, paddy rice
cultivation, fruit tree and ornamental plants growing. Most farmers had an average annual income
of 50,302.52 baht and had an average of 4 children. About 64.7% owned their“fov’m farm land
(average of 5.76 rai). The majority of the farmers had an average debt of 115,126 baht.

In regard to behavior in waiching agricultural television programs, each farmer was
found to own a television set. The mostly watch TV channel was ITV channel. They watched
agricultural television programs (one or two times) per week, generally every Sunday from 7.00
to 7.30 p.m. Almost all farmers watched these programs from their own homes. The mostly
watched program was Poo Yai Ban Dum Dee on Channel 9.

In regard to television format and structure of agricultural programs, the farmers
expressed their preference to watch an agricultural program everyday during 4.00 to 6.00 p.m.
The preferred length of the program should be about 30 minutes. As for the television format,

they preferred demonstration and testing formats the most, followed by documentary formats.



TE 156452

Regarding to the program structure, the farmers indicated that the program title
should be rememBered easily. There should be two moderators (one male and one female) in
order to connect with the audience and command respects. The program should be in the central
Thai language. There should be the program opening with picture graphics (no longer than 2
minutes). The accompanying music of the program should be the same at all times, preferably
Thai country music.

As for the program presentation of agricultural content, knowledge from the program
should mainly be related to details and methods of agricultural practices (no longer than 5-10
minutes). During the interview in the progam, the producers should invite farmers to discuss and
provide advice about their farming (no longer than 5-10 minutes). As for an entertainment type,
there might be some comical scenes inserted, followed by country songs (no longer than 5
minutes). As for a demonstration type, they preferred to watch a program that exemplifies
successful farmers followed by subject matter specialists (no longer than 10-15 minutes).

In regrad to the program closing, music should be similar to that in the opening, but
with quitc a faster rhythm, followed by anything suitable for no more than 2 minutes. Contact
address and telephone numbers should also be given to the audience. Conceming the information
of the next shows, farmers preferred to be informed both in letters. and graphics.

In regrad to the agricultural contents, farmers preferred an agricultural content to be
highly related to their occupations such contents on agricultural market, contents on organic
fanining, new farming theory, contents about the use of herbal plants for crop protection and pest
management, the production of organic fertilizer, farm product processing, multiple cropping
management, plant multiplication with includes fruit cultivation and maintenance by use ot

fertilizers, methods of repair and modification of machinary and farm tools, and practical usage

of repair machinary and farm tools.



