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: The thesis objectives are: 1) To study the needs of Faculty of Pharmacy Library users at Mahidol
University for Thai pharmaceutical subject headings in their type, language usage and vocabulary
characteristics and 2) to study the problems in the use of Thai pharmaceutical subject headings in their

search. Samples of Faculty population are lecturers, undergraduate students, and graduate students.

The findings reveal {hat most of library users want main headings, compound nouns and free terms
in all headings. The 3 major problems about the use of Thai pharmaceutical subject headings in their
search are, in the case of translated terms, if different spellings are used, unmatched of library subject
headings result. The second problem found is failure to understand library subject heading forms. The
findings also include the fact that library subject headings do not match users’ search terms. Most of library
users resolve the' problem in Thai pharmaceutical subject heading use by continuing their search with

related terms.

The two hypotheses of this thesis include: 1) Most library users need Thai pharmaceutical subject
headings in the form of main headings, single nouns and free terms 2) Most library users' problems in their
search are the discrepancy between users' search terms and library subject headings. The research

results, confirm only part of hypothesis 1) about main headings.





