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Nowadays with advances in medicine and technology, eldetly citizens fend to live longer and thus increase
in number, and this has resulted in more severe problems concerning this group of social members. While the
population of the workforce remains somewhat static, the number of retirees is increasing. Families may not be able to
guarantee stability to the retirees and this may require additional government spending. It is therefore crucial to set up
a system that can provide stability for the elderly such as the elderly social welfare system by the Department of Social
Welfare. This study aims at recognizing the social, economic and living conditions of those on the welfare, and whether
they have prepared for their housing after retirement. The study was conducted by giving out questionnaires to 400
subjects and analyzing the findings based on the associated theories and principles so as to formulate guidelines on a
development of housings for the elderly.

The findings showed that most of the subjects (52.3%) have not prepared for their housing. This may be
because they currently have no problems and actually own housing. Another group of interest is a group of subjects
who have not prepared for their retirement housing, yet have problems in this regard (6.7%). Most have problems with
the size of utility space as they earn enough to use on a day-to-day basis (25,001-35,000 baht per month) which is not
enough to prepare for future living housing. The questionnaire results thus show that most people have not planned for
their housing after retirement.

As for the group that prepare for their housing after retirement (48%), most plan to renovate (repair/ build an
extension) their housing, while some plan to relocate, and some plan to build a new housing on a new piece of land.
Their buying power comes from their savings. Factors determining their selection of housing are a reasonable price
followed by utility size, environment, safety, and travel convenience. As for the type, location and budget of their future
housing, the subjects have chosen a single house in Sri Nakharin-Theparak-Suvannabhumi areas of 70 square metres
costing about 7,000,000 baht. The reason for this is their personal preference of the environment.

Thus the government, government agencies as well as private companies should educate the people about
the benefits of the social retirement fund of the Department of Social Welfare and other funds concerning the elderly.
As the population of older citizens will increase in the future, these funds can be a financial support fo the slderly after

retirement, and help alleviate the government’s burden.





