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# # 4680178922 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEY WORD: CHINESE AMERICAN WRITER / CHILDREN’S LITERATURE / IDENTITY
PANNIDA BHUMIWAT: THE USE OF NARRATIVES AND LEGENDS IN THE
CONSTRUCTI ON OF IDENTITIES IN CHILDREN’S LITERATURE BY
CONTEMPORARY CHINESE AMERICAN WRITERS. THESIS ADVISOR:

ASSOC. PROF. ANONGNAT THAKOINGWIT, Ph.D. 210 pp.

The objectives of this thesis are to analyze the works of 4 Chinese American writers including
Laurence Yep, Bette Bao Lord, Frank Chin, and Lensey Namioka on how they use narratives and legends to
construct the Chinese American identities.

In the United States, the Chinese American is a minority group who can not define themselves as
white American nor Chinese. Thus they can not construct their identities upon the dominated narrative of white
American. A way for Chinese American to construct their identities is to translate their life experiences as
‘American’ into their own narrative. Some Chinese American writers wrote their own literature using the
Chinese American narrative to identify their identities. The study of Chinese American writers’ children’s
literature using the kind of narrative reveals two forms of usages. The first is the structural form in which the
main characters of each story must live through both American mainstream narrative and Chinese narrative.
The main characters will form his or her understanding upon the two narratives and create his or her own
narrative as end process. The narrative will explain his or her version of Chinese American and thus help to
construct his or her Chinese American identities. The second usage is that the Chinese narrative, Chinese
American narrative, and also Chinese legends will be hybrided into American dominated narrative. The deed
will help the Chinese American as a whole to reclaim their American space and also their own voice to tell their
own stories. Thus the Chinese American identities that are suppressed by the dominated narrative will rcappear.
The study also reveals that the different backgrounds and experiences of the writers are reflected in their novels.

Moreover, the thesis also includes the study of genre’s influence upon the four writers” works. The
result reveals that all of the works still reserve the conservative purpose of children’s literature, which is to
instruct the readers. However, the instruction format leads to a problem usually appears in children’s literature
which is the usage of stereotypes. The stercotypes found in the 4 children’s literatures are the stercotypes of

China, representing Chinese femininity to be of undesirable qualities and Chinese nation as senile old man.





