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ABSTRACT

This analysis of Sonny Rollins’s improvisation techniques aims to study the
characteristics of Sonny Rollins’s saxophone performance skill including its strength
particularly as seen in his “Saxophone Colossus” album.

The results of the study revealed that Sonny Rollins used thematic
improvisation and real variation technique. He improvised simple melodic ideas and
then developed them into melodic motif. Sonny Rollins was also the first musician
that played in a trio ensemble without a piano. He also mixed the calypso rhythm into
jazz.

In this graduate saxophone recital, the researcher selected five compositions
from the “Saxophone Colossus” album and two compositions which Sonny Rollins
performed in his authentic style, piano-less trio, and re-composition. The program
consisted of 7 pieces. [.Moritat 2.You don’t know what love is 3.Strode rode 4.St.

Thomas 5.Blue Seven 6.Valse Hot 7.Don’t stop the carnival.

KEY WORDS: IMPROVISATION TECHNIQUES / SONNY ROLLINS /
PRAYAT SUPAIJITA / SAXOPHONE COLOSSUS

rl

61 pages






