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DEVELOPMENT OF A LOCALLY-BASED CURRICULUM THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION PROCESS ON THE CONSERVATION OF PASAK RIVER IN PRA NAKHON
| SRI AYUTTHAYA PROVINCE
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ABSTRACT
, The objective of this research was to develop a locally-based curriculum for
lower-secondary school students in the province of Phra Nakhon Sri Ayutthya, with the
aim of enabling them to help conserve the local Pasak river. The curriculum
1 development effort was centered on integrating the science of environmental education

with three different subject-matter learning groups - a) science, b)social studies,

| religion and culture and ¢) occupational work and technology. A total of five schools in

the province participated in this effort. The methodology used was participatory action
research. The research process involved three stages: preparation for developing the
‘| Tocally-based curriculum, development of the desirable local curriculum and evaluation
of the resultant curriculum.

1) Relevant documents, research findings, and basic information of the local
communities were studied. Then 328 lower-secondary school students from the five
participating schools were given questionnaires to obtain their opinions about the
instruction offered within the current local curriculum.

2) A 48 member curriculum development board was established comprised of
representatives from the education authorities, the local people, and from the local
organizations. Subsequently, a series of community forums was organized to
determine the visions, mission, aims and structure of the curriculum. As a result, a set
of learning units and learning activities was created embracing five learning units with
17 learning organization plans spread over 40 hours of learning.

3) A team of 18 experts who had assessed the curriculum found that its level of
suitability was very high, with the index of item objective congruence (I0C) levels
being between 0.94 and 1.

It can be surmised from the research findings that the developed local
curriculum on how to help conserve the river was effective for use by teachers
in the previously mentioned subjects working in Tharua district and in nearby areas of
Phra Nakhon Sri Ayutthya. However, further studies should be carried out concerning
the achievement of students under this particular curriculum.
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