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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to analyze the current situation regarding
domestic elder abuse and its impact on the health of older people. The study included &
comprehensive literature search for all published articles up to November, 2008. Search|
strategies included the use of computerized bibliographical databases and hand
searching of journals related to this topic. The study focused on issues of definition,
types of elder abuse, and situation of domestic elder abuse as well as its impact on their
health.

Fifty-two articles which met the inclusion criteria were analyzed. Findings
revealed that domestic elder abuse is a growing and hidden problem which people do
not recognize or believe in. It has become real in Thai society because younger people
are not taking care of the elderly and do not respect them as much as in previous times.
The most common types of domestic elder abuse are psychological abuse and neglect.
Risk factors for domestic elder abuse include being female, having a physical and/or
mental disability, having a chronic illness, being dependent on a caregiver, and having
a family history of violence. The abuser is usually a caregiver, such as a spouse, adult
child, sibling, or relative who may feel stress, and who may be abusing drugs or]
alcohol. The health impacts of elder abuse include the development of new acute
and/or chronic injuries or illnesses as well as exacerbation of existing conditions.
Therefore, it is important that nurses should recognize a situation of domestic elder
abuse and its impact on the person’s health in order to assess the occurrence of abuse
and intervene with families in home and community care. Recommendations are
planning education, practice, and research directions for policy makers, practitioners,
and researchers.
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