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ABSTRACT

This research is aimed at explaining the experiences of being a coyote girl and its
relation with ;ﬁ;[riarchal capitalism. Coyote dancing is a form of sexually suggestive dancing
by women in Thailand for paying audiences. I worked as a cashier in an entertainment spot for
tlﬁree months and had in depth interviews with 12 coyote girls. The result of the study show
that

1. The decision to work as a coyote girl is driven by patriarchal capitalism which
infiltrates the coyote business. Patriarchal capitalism leads to a persuasion mechanism of
capitalists and confederates. They get in with women and offer them opportunities to learn
about the work by becoming interns with pay and without commitment in order to create work
satisfaction and encourage them to take the job. The decision is also driven by some
ideologies, the stress in life and within one’s personality such as expectations from families
and/or lovers, economic situation, and other crises in life. Most women the researcher
interviewed were not happy with the situation and wanted to escape and find a way out by
experiencing new things.

2. On becoming a coyote girl, the women faced an inner dilemma between society’s
idea of a proper woman and its normative perception of them as bad woman. As a result, they
felt stress, discouraged; and regret and reacted to customers badly. The business owners then,
however, tried to create a mechanism, using encouragement from colleagues and persuaders so
that new coyote girls would see themselves as professionals. Once the women had accepted
and adjusted to the work, they would create reasons and a new working ideolog% to reduce
their inner dilemma, prevent feeling guilt and condemnation from society, and be able to work
as a coyote.

Y 3. Coyote skills are learned from those who are already working in the business:
capitalists or business owners, modeling staff, a%ents, former coyotes, and colleagues. These
people have an influence in creating a new ideology and changing the former one. The high
wgie which they have never had before, personality development through means such as a
make over, dancing and service techniques, and other thing suppress women until they
surrender and become ‘products’. They are unable to escape at the business that takes
advantage from their beauty, sexiness, and femininity

It is clear that the decision to be a coyote does not come from women’s real needs,
but is driven by patriarchal capitalism. Women go through the new- ideolo%y- creation process
and adjust themselves to the new profession. Moreover, the mechanisms of capitalists create a
new ideology that dominates women until they feel satisfied with the work. The amount of
money becomes a tool to negotiate with society. CO}'O‘[C niirls, therefore, cannot escape from
the tyranny and oppression of the C(?’Ote business. I think that coyote girls, like workers in
%leneral are being taken advantage of by ca}Pitalists, business owners, customers, or even by
those whom they have close relations with. Therefore, coyote girls should be protected by law
35 workers. Meanwhile, they have to be aware when making the decision to work as a coyote

ancer.

It is suggested that the Government should strictly enforce the Entertainment Spot
Act and implement the law that gunishes_ any government official who neglects to use the law
in order to prevent capitalists from taking advantage at ambiguity of the law. Society and
educational institutions, too, should create an education that teaches women to realize other
aspect of women’s worth, not only beauty and sexual aitraction. Families should also teach
their members to accept the equality between men and women. Media should have a role in
opposing female trafficking and all kinds of human rights violation.
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