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ABSTRACT

Most of Thai society views smoking by women as indecent and improper.
This study “Cigarette Smoking of Industrial Women Workers : A Case Study in
Ceramic Industry, Viharndang District, Saraburi Province” was to investigate the |
cigarette smoking of industrial women workers, the meaning and values of cigarettes
and their effect on the women. The women worked in ceramic factories. Indepth
interviews were conducted with 13 women workers who had experience of smoking
since they were young while staying with their families till they became grown-up and
began working. ,

The results showed the cigarette smoking of these workers was induced by
society. The sources of this inducement could be classified in 4 groups : 1) family 2)
peer 3) lover and 4) work context. All the 4 groups affected their cigarette smoking
given that all groups set conditions for them to smoke. The family group set a role
model from individuals in the family who smoked in their presence and allowed them
to touch cigarettes till they found it normal to think that smoking is common. The
peer group socialized their thoughts and showed them the advantages of smoking
allowing them to think that smoking licensed them to group with peers, to appear
smart, to be a point of attraction and to give them satisfaction in smoking. The lover
group played role models in smoking like the family group. Finally, in the work group,
the role model was from the work supervisors and colleagues. Regarding the
persuasion of smoking the family discouraged smoking but peers who smoked would
persuade then to smoke but non-smoker peers would encourage them to quit it. Lovers
knowing of their smoking and saying nothing made them continue smoking but they
forbade them if they were pregnant. In the working context, the supervisors persuaded
them to smoke if they found they were smoking and there was no reaction. This made
them think that they could smoke because there were no words from their supervisors.
They sometimes found places to smoke even if their supervisors forbade them. Heavy
work and exhaustion drove them to smoke but their smoking came all from
melancholy, disappointment, the failure of married life, separation, abandonment by
love. All made them smoke.

KEY WORDS: CIGARETTE / SMOKING / EXPERIENCE / INDUSTRIAL
WOMAN WORKER

158 pages.






