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ABSTRACT

This study was to investigate various types of abortion experiences in young
women and patriarchal relationships by investigating 10 young women admitted for
treatment at public hospital because of abortion complications. ' ‘

Abortion experiences can be divided into 4 steps. First, suspicion, uncertainty
and pregnancy testing; Second, entering to the decision-making process to have or not
have an abortion; Third, the process of choosing among the various methods of
abortion; and finally, the feeling after the abortion. '

The decision to have an abortion by young women under patriarchal
oppression and control was influenced by the following major reasons. First the male
partner refused to take responsibility and left the woman to find a way out alone or to
seek a way out by finding money to pay for the abortion. In some cases, it is not only
the man or the couple; even his family may support the woman to have an abortion.
Second, ideals such as maternity, daughterhood, singularity, and role of sex inside
marriage pressure woman to choose abortion in order to keep their face and that of
their family. Finally, the power of economy restricts young women and hinders them
from raising a baby, given the pressure of student life and joblessness.

The several methods of abortion experiences in the 10 young women is
interviewed are divisible into 4 models. The first is self-abortion, going to an illegal
clinic, and finishing the abortion in hospital. The second is an abortion at the illegal
clinic and finishing the abortion in hospital. The third is self-abortion, abortion by a
doctor and finishing the abortion in hospital. The fourth is abortion by a doctor and
finishing the abortion in hospital. Regarding the first two, there are illegal clinics
whose practices can cause bruising and endangerment. With the last two, even though
the doctor who puts the women in danger, does not cause such sever bruising, there
are risks from using the medicine and abortion needs to be finished in the hospital.

Recommendations from this study are eliminate the patriarchal relationship
which dominates sex and decisions of a woman about her body and the embryo in her |
womb. The woman must have the authority to decide on an abortion or to nurture
pregnancy. The man or must share responsibility with the woman for contraception.
Second; abortion by legal doctors should be encouraged. Third anti-abortion
organizations must seek way out for the non-prepared pregnant woman rather than
reprimanding her and simply being anti-abortion.
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