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ABSTRACT

This particular research was conducted with the followg;%jigees:?)zzsmdy
the implementation of farmers who joined the new agricultural theory project, the theory of which
was suggested by His Majesty The King; 2) to investigate the working process of the new
agricultural theory network; and 3) to determine problems, constraints and guideline solutions in
implementing the new agricultural theory network. The respondents were 31 members of the new
agricultural theory network in Pasang district, Lamphun province. The data was collected by
using interview schedules and later analyzed by using statistical parameters such as percentages,
averages and standard deviation. The results of the study were as follows:

1) The respondents had an average agricultural land area of 8.61 rai, 2.51 rai of
which was used for rice, vegetable and fruit tree cultivation and 0.9 rai was used for animal
raising or fisheries. Most of them worked as casual laborers. They had an average household
labor and an average hired farm labor of § persons. The average farm income from the previous
planting season: was 94,645 baht/year.

2) The respondents have not used the new agricultural theory io the fullest
extent. All of them have joired the network and participated in activities within the network.
They were also members of farmers’ groups or other farm organizations and had contact with
other farmers’ groups. They have received knowledge and support from various communications
media, staff of government agencies and other relevant organizations. As for the extension of the
new agricultural theory network, the respondents contacted farmers in other groups through study
tours which enabled them to exchange knowledge and experiences with others. For network
extension through acting as resource persons, the respondents had demonstration/ learning points

where farmers from other places could learn about the new agricultural theory. In terms of
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extension patterns, the respondents applied knowledge and experiences in practicing the new
agricultural theory to their own farms by changing from mono-cropping production to multiple
integrated farming mainly based on the new agricultural theory. At the same time, their farm site
was changed from a mono-cropping site to an incomplete form of new agricultural theory.

3) The problems in implementing the new agricultural theory in terms of
farmland showed that the land was not sufficient for the new agricultural theory if completely
based on the model. In some areas, the land was not suitable for growing some kinds of crops and
the farmers had no land rights. The problem of labor was insufficient household labor that could
be solved by hiring additional labor and by group members' cooperation. The capital problem
was the members’lack of funds to procure farm inputs. A suggested solution was to allow them
to become members of some funding agencies with a low interest rate. The production problem
was surplus product which could be used for household consumption or exchange within the

group. The problem of farm inputs was high prices of the inputs



