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ABSTRACT

The study aimed at 1) investigating the characteristics o?:gd}tassgfli?rsgs far
as the economic and social aspects were concerned, 2) quoting the patterns activity participation
of those agriculturist housewives in Mae Kwa Sub-District, Sob Prap District, Lampang Province
and 3) acknowledging problems and obstacles barring them from the participation. The data
suppliers consisted of 36 housewives who were successful and another 15 housewives who were
not; however, thcy were systematically singled out for the purpose. A set of questionnaire
assigned for the data collection was tried and quoted its validity of 0.88. The data was collected
during February and April of B.E. 2546 befcre being analyzed with a package of social research
sottware

The study showed that those who were successful and those who were not had the -
average ages of 48 and 42 respectively. They had annua! rates of income of Baht 24,777 and Baht
22,320. Most of them conducted agricultural practices for a living. They had the average number
of children of 4. They had joined the housewife group for 2 and 8 years respectively. Most of
them had never attended any training sessions. They contacted the government offices with the
average of one time a year. |

As for the patterns of participation, both groups opined that it’s pseudo
participation; those who were successful took part in planning and implementing the activities in
form of assistancialism. They were also informed of evaluating results from the others or from the
government offices, domestication, concerned. As for those who were not success{ul, they had a
part to play by just acknowledging the information from the others or from the government
offices, domestication, concerned regarding planning, implementing and evaluating the activities.

As for problems and obstacles that barred them from the participation, the results
showed that 1) Planning — Members had different opinions; most of them took advantage for their
own benefits not for the group. The opinion conflicts regarding product processing and
distributing were inevitable. 2) Implementation — Each activity implementation was attended by
few members since they claimed that their time was not available for the activity and tools were
out of date. Besides, they claimed that they were not fully supported by the government officials.
The process of production was very slow and the supplies could not cover the customers’
demand. 3) Evaluation — The data suppliers did not keep up with the activities of the group, the
account auditing was not transparent since it was done by one person. Loans were usually

allocated to those who were close to the authorized figures or those group leaders.





