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Abstract
Te 141585

The purposes of this study are: 1) to study policy of the Thal covernment in deabirg
with solvine 1llegal Bunmese labourers. 23 10 study the smpact of Burmese labourers ihumigration.
3) 10 study people’s opinions and suggestions of all cencerned so that preventive measures and
soiations car he obrained. 4) 1o supeest policy for soiving the pradioms of having Burmese
workers in Thailand.

Documentary evidence and interviews are used in gacthering dara and information in
this studv. Interview samples are divided into 5 groups: politicians. ecvernment officials.
policemen, village headmen or chiefs, and people involved with hiring illegal Burmese labourers,
wtziling 36 persens. The study arcas are  border districts with Bumnese in Chiang Mai @ Wiang
Hacne, Chiang Dao, Chai Prakan, Fang, and Mac Al

The study revealed that the policy of the Trnal governiment cannot really solve the
illegal Burmese labour problems. The related factors are: 1) The exiension of agricultural land
in local areas makes the need of Burmese labourers amse, 2) The border arcas of Burma and
Thailand make it casy for the Burmese to enter Thaland without government permnission,

3) Government officials do not strictly follow policy, 4) Foreign labourers prefer working in
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Thailand to Burma because there they receive low wages and zre oppressed by Bunmese soldiers.
Thus these workers usually retun to Thailand after they have been sent back to their country of
origin.

The impact of foreign illegal labour at Wiang Haeng, Chiang Dao, Chai Prakan. Fang,
and Mac Al has hvpothetically vielded both positive and nogative effects. The posinive effects are
as follows: substituting the lack of labourers in the agneultural section. hiring of cheap labour
which can reduce the cost of products, deveioping the economy of the local area. The negative
sides are: the increasc of population caused by illcgal immugration. cxtra garbage, narcotics,
diseasen, forest and river desiruction, taking the jobs of Thai labourers by illegal Burmese
tabourers and loss of money our of the country,

According to the anitudes of goveriment officials and Thai peopic woward the policy
of That government in salving Burmese labouress problems in Chiang Mai. it has vielded that the
poiicy can not solve the probiers successfully, Bummese tabourers useally retum to Thaitand afier
they have been sent back to their country. Thus the appropriate solution would be that ali
Burmese tabourers must ask for iegal perrission 1o work i Thailand rom That governmen:. This
way, the government could berrer control therm

As for suggesticns abowt policy for solving the problamns of having Burmese workirs
in Chiang Mai, they are divided into 2 sectians: the policy of localiny and the policy of nation,
The first section, 1t inchudes seming a particuiar living arca for Burmese labourers 0 5 border
districts and announcing the penalties for That people 1o employ Burmese workers or allow themn
10 live m local arcas. In the second section. the Thal government should negotiate with the
Burmese government in setting up a bilateral agreement to soive these problems. Above all, the
That government should cooperate with the UN or their Human Rights Cormmission 10 pressure

Burmese into democratization so that their workers will not emigrate to Thailand.



