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The purposes of this research were to study: 1) the conditions of buffalo
raising and farmers’ attitude towards buffalo raising 2) factors relating to farmers’
attitude level towards buffalo raising 3) problems, obstacles and recommendation of
farmers about buffalo raising. -

The sample group of this research was comprised of 282 buffalo raising
farmers in 4 districts; Sawang Arom, Lan Sak, Nong Khayang and Ban Rai in
Uthai Thani province. Data were collected through the use of questionnaire. In
statistical analysis, the following methods were employed: frequency, percentage,
mean, maximum, minimum, standard deviation and multiple regression analysis.

From research finding, it was found that 52.1 % of farmers were male. The
average age was 51.27 years, 85.1 % completed primary school, 69.9 % were rice
growers, had average agricultural land area of 27.32 Rai, with 16.61 years of buffalo
raising experiences, and 95.4 % raised buffaloes for sale. The farmers raise 10.68 and
sold 4.85 buffaloes on average gaining 10,000 to 30,000 baht. Fifty four percent of
farmers spent money for deworming, 76.2 % were self supported, 55.7 % contacted

government official for vaccination service, 59.9 % did not received information about
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buffalo raising, and 97.5 % were not supported by government. Concerning the
knowledge level of buffalo raising, 63.5% of farmers had high level.

As for buffalo raising condition, it was found that the farmers had average
number of labors of 1.79 per family. All of farmers raised swamp buffalo, 98.2 % had
buffalo pens, and 92.2 % were free ranch. Most farmers (92.6 %) raised buffaloes in
their own land, 99.6 % fed natural grass to the buffaloes, and 99.3 % used natural water
sources for their buffaloes. More than haft of them (62.1 %) received vaccination
services from government livestock officer as well as 58.5 % received medical care for
their buffaloes. Most farmers (79.4 %) had buffalo deworming, and 98.9 % of farmers
did not use herbs in buffalo raising.

From studying farmers’ attitude towards buffalo raising, it was found that
farmers strongly agree with buffalo raising (mean score was 4.46). Concerning the
factors relating to farmers’ attitude level towards buffalo raising, it was found that the
significant factors were: age, raising buffaloes for labor use, number of buffaloes,
being rice grower, and being field crops grower.

For problems and obstacles of raising buffaloes, the farmers complained that
they were lack of areas for raising buffaloes and food resources were limited in

-

sSummer.

The farmers suggested that involved sectors should support buffalo raising

and encourage using buffalo for labor purposes as well. Government should arrange
areas for farmers who lacked of buffalo raising areas. Moreover, government should

organize yearly training on buffalo raising for farmers.





