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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this independent study was to study the attitudes of dairy cattle owners in
Ratchaburi Province towards Free Trade Agreement of dairy products with Australia.The sample size
was 360 dairy cattle owners who were the member of the Nongpho Ratchaburi Dairy Cattle
Cooperation Limited (in the king’s patronage). The data was collected by questionnaires and analyzed
by descriptive statistics in forms of frequency, percentage and mean.

The study found that most dairy cattlemen were male, age between 36 - 46 years old,
married status, elementary school,earned income averaged 5,001 - 10,000 baht per month. Most of
them had 1 - 10 dairy cattles, holding land less than 1 rai, raw milk production averaged 1 - 50
kilograms per day, and having farm workers between 1 — 2 persons. Most of them were housekeeper,
excluding dairy cattle owners. They mostly hold debt burden, and source of funds were from the

Dairy Cattle Cooperation.



The attitude in the aspect of cognition was found that most respondents knew that the
government signed up the Free Trade Agreement of Dairy Products with Australia and New Zealand
which had begun since 1 January 2005.But they did not know about the details of the agreement in
terms of products, tax clauses unit, cost of imported powder milk compared with raw milk production
cost and tariff rate.

The attitude in the aspect of opinion, the respondents had their opinions on sub-factors
which were rating at high level as following. In their opinion on the government, they thought that the
government should spend more budgets to decrease the affects of the dairy cattle industry and
expanded market to schools. In their opinion on the Dairy Cattle Cooperation, the cooperation should
accelerate to improve their management and marketing programs. In their opinion on the consumers,
they agreed that the consumer did not realize the value of drinking fresh milk. Under present situation
they thought that the risk of dairy cattle business was higher. In other aspect, they agreed that they
would be bound in honour to do the dairy cattle because it was in the King’s patronage.

The attitude in aspect of behavior, most of respondents had adjusted themselves to the
Free Trade Agreement by cost reductions, for instance, they selected old dairy cow out of the
cattle.But they were not sure to implement the farm standardization. They would turn to beef industry

if the dairy cattle industry has severe competition in the future.
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