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ABSTRACT

TE 163755

The objective of this research was to find out cultural changes, both material and
non-material, of hill-tribe communities at Roummit village, Mae Yao sub-district, Muang district,
Chiang Rai province which have been caused by tourism activities. The instruments used in this
qualitative research were semi-structural questionnaires, non-participating observation, and
related research document. The respondents were composed of authorized village leaders,
religious leaders, villagers over 50 years old and housewives.

The results revealed that tourism has played an important role in both material and
non-material cultural changes, through community development and adoption of foreign cultures
by the communities. Youth and working people were most affected.

Material cultural changes can be found in dressing and buildings due to the
communities’ viewpoint of modernization and avoiding ways of life of country people. Such
viewpoint has led the villagers to materialism and consumerism, and it can be said that tourism is
a major factor leading to cultural changes in Ban Roummit village where people are dressed in a
modern style and more modern buildings are built which then led to drastic elimination of their
ethnic cultures.

Non-material cultural changes directly and indirectly caused by tourism are new
w:ays of life and economy. The villagers® viewpoints on money and consumption have been
changed. They stopped traditional production of goods but they earn their living by being hired
and sclling services to tourists. They tend to move out of the communities to sell their labor
because they need more income. The old tradition of labor sharing in communities has become
labor hiring due to money, which has become more accepted as a means of obtaini.ng‘products.
Consumerism has also led the villagers to behave like tourists or city people. There has been a
decline in respecting older people and treating people of the opposite sex. Tourism has also
affected traditions which are now deliberately presented to tourists as goods or services. Values of
original cultures are reduced, for example, the elephant festival (Dum Haeu Chang) which has

absolutely been changed due to less participation of people in the communities.





