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ABSTRACT
T

This research study had the following objectives: 1) to descﬁelth? gr's?ogloand
socio-economic characteristics of the local government and non-government officers concerned
with registration for the population census under the Ministry of Interior for the highlanders in
Northern Thailand, 2) to know their opinions on the registration procedures and 3) to get their
suggestions or recommendations in improving the registration procedures. Data were collected
for a period of seven months (June 2003-January 2004), using a questionnaire that has been tested
for its objectivity and distributed to the respondents or officers positioned in the districts in the
eleven northern provinces. Respondents were composed of 75 local government officers and 25
non-government officers. Data analysis was Statistical Package Social Science (SPSS/PC), data
showed that the local government officers aged 41 years in average, while the non-government
officers aged 34 in average. Both local government and non-government officers finished
Bachelor’s degrees. Annual income of the local government officers was 181,080 baht, and with
at least five years of working experience. On the other hand, non-government officers had annual
income of 154,358 baht and an average of three years works experience as well as completed an
average of two training courses.

Concerning the opinions of the officers on the registration procedures, both the
local government and non-government officers shared the same opinions on the two resolutions
from the cabinet resolutions namely, August 29, 2000 Resolution and August 28, 2001 that they
were suitable for the highlanders of Northern Thailand. However, their opinions varied on the

August 27, 2002 Resolution. For the local government officer, this resolution was not appropriate
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while the non-government officer considered that this resolution was very appropriate for the
highlanders in Northern Thailand.

Recommendations of the officers were as follows: 1) For August 29, 2000
Resolution: Long term legal status should not be given to Burmese, Nepalese and free Yunnanese
(Chinese) displaced people who were not born in Thailand. Rather, they should be given
temporary legal status. However, rather than allow their children who were born in Thailand only
their children who were bom in Thailand from December 14, 1972 to February 25, 1992 to have
Thai citizenship, allow all children born in Thailand to have citizenship or citizenship of their
parents; 2) For August 28, 2001 Resolution: There should be a resolution that establishes a clear
policy, rather than using a series of time bound policies that keep changing year to year. For
highlanders who have received temporary legal status, the government should either arrest and
take legal action against those who break the iaw or provide a designated place to control them to
stay while they wait. 3) For August 27, 2002 Resolution: should discontinue the policy to allow
processing personal history documents of those who hé.ve never received legal status. The
working group to be established to solve the legal status issue should only be made up of those

parties who are involved in the legal status issue.





