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ABSTRACT
TE 163763

This qualitative research was conducted to examine: 1) the characteristics of
people and groups of people who had established the community radio; 2) the main objectives
and sub-objectives of the establishment of the community radio; 3) the problems of the
establishment and implementation regarding to the political, economic, and human resources; and
4) the problems about community radio channel management. Participants were 21 directors of
radio community stations, radio hosts and the audiences from 3 different stations community
radio stations within Maung District, Chiang Mai Province which had a different way of
management within their organizations. The study used an in-depth interview method.

The results of this research showed that the characteristics of the establishment
of the radio community stations, in terms of organization, were classified as 1) a person (private
sector), 2) a group of people who became a juristic person, and 3) the local committees who had
been supported by the Community Organizations Development Institute (CODI).

In regard to the main objectives of the establishment, the study found that the
community radio station “A” was aimed to support: 1) the Local Artists; 2) the artistry and
Culture; and 3) the tourism. While the community radio station “B” was mainly aimed to: 1)
promote the tradition, culture, local language, and local knowledge; 2) entertain people;
3) bring up the interactions between those people with the community; and 4) avoid the
advertisement. Finally, the community radio station “C” stood themselves as: 1) the local mass
communication who spoke for local people ; and 2) the local communication that dissected all
local issues and distributed community news. In regard to the sub-objectives, the study found that

the community radio station “A” was established in order to be a center of mass media as well as
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to provide information about tourism. However, the community radio stations “B” and “C” did
not have any sub-objectives.

In regard to the political issues, the study found that those three community radio
stations have similar problems of the uncertain law, even though they all got the will to make it
illegally. Furthermore, media interference could occur only for the program that commented on
the government officials’ work.

In regard to the economical issues, results of the study showed that the
community radio stations “A” and “B” had no problem since both stations used the private
budgets and also could seek extra budgets from different sources. In contrast, the community
radio station “C” faced the problem of lacking the budget since it had not got any supports from
the community.

In regard to the human resources, the study found that these three radio
community stations had problems of the officers and the radio hosts, who were also the artists
who lacked a good responsibility. Hence, it was found that the radio community stations “A” and
“C” had the problem of lacking sufficient information from hosts to arrange the program.
However, the radio community station B had not got this problem since the radio hosts arranged
the programs based on his or her personal interests.

In regard to the procedure of the community radio, the study found that the radio
host, who was the leader of the community, lacked the ability and skills to arrange the program.
In regard to the date and time for broadcasting, community radio stations “A” and “B”
broadcasted their programs everyday while the other had no exact date and time of broadcasting.
In regard to the station program pattern, those three radio community stations had different
formats. However, the study found that the major contents of the program in those three stations
were intended to entertain the audiences. In regard to the clearness of the signal, the study found
that those two stations had the problem of the instability pitch.

The results in this research were helpful to identify the actual problems of the
radio community and the possible solutions to resolve them. Furthermore, it helped the
community or the organization that were interested in establishing and implementing their own

radio community programs successfully.





