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ABSTRACT
TE16377"

The objectives of this study were to investigate 1) personal background70f
members of Fang Orange Farmer Cooperative Limited, 2) factors relating to their orange
production cost in each production period, and 3) their opinions on orange production. The data
were collected by means of interview schedules from 120 members and then analyzed with the use
of percentage, mean and Chi-square.

The findings revealed that most of the members were male, 46.60 years old on
average, had completed a primary school (30.83 percent) and had an average of 4.94 family
members. Their average agricultural income was 883,966 baht; average non-agricultural income,
504,352 baht; average total income, 1,304,260 baht; average cost in the primary step of
production, 67,566.55 baht/rai; average cost in the productivity step, 12,510.78 baht/rai; and
average cost in the post-harvest step, 3,447.23 baht/rai.

Age, education, labor, income, land, channel of distribution, and information access
were correlated with their cost of production in the primary and the post-harvest steps while
education, labor, land, and occupation were correlated with their cost of production in the
productivity step.

One hundred and six members (88.33 percent) agreed on the idea that the use of
pesticide results in air pollution and 31 members (25.83 percent) had a problem of high prices of

chemicals and fertilizer.





