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ABSTRACT
TE 163783

The Research on “Turning Point of Modern Thai Agriculture: Critical Analysis on its
Structure Under the Framework of Contemporary People Movements” is an interdisciplinary
qualitative research. This research looks at the causes of the turing point of a new agricultural
culture and society. It includes the conditions (variables) which are hypothesized on origin and how
such variable brings about sustainable agricultural movement from paradigm of alternative
development, which emphasize on respect of nature and harmony of mankind.

The analysis revealed that scientific conceptualization in past decades had significantly
been changed by human paradigm. This “turning point of paradigm” had changed the Descartes-
Newton mechanistic approach to holistic ecological paradigm. It was found that all “paradigm” were
either attached or related to nature (Interdependence of Phenomena). From 1930’s to dates, many
physicists have been pointing out that the change of Materialism to Energetics approach,
Reductionism to Holism approach and Determinism to Uncertainty approach were complex and
unstable. Such changes were outstanding in quantum mechanics and biophysics for all sciences. This
revelation enables cooperation of spiritual and human religion targets. . This is similar to visions of
mystics comparable to Buddhist philosophy of “Idappaccayata: specific conditionality”, as Fritjof
Capra mentioned to as “The web of life”.

These changes emerged globally as well as in Thai agricultural context. As-“agricultural
organization network™ has been cooperated with “multinational development agencies” in recent
years, this paradigm shift was evident in the western countries during 1970s-1980s during the cold
war period. In Thailand, however, significant social movements emerged during 1980s-1990s as a

precedence of multi level people movements for continuous social changes and power relocation.
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The changes were “significant in social and cultural level turning point” of the Thai society. This
change had generated a new social space and culture, attached to the old society structure, which
was mainly occupied by governmental or business sector operations. This change had empowered
farmer status and role as a significant social actor to drive adjustment of governmental and business
sectors roles for significant stand in social space. This paradigm shift started to move from morals
(Sasanadhamma), and linked ecology to environment. This movement had generated a powerful
new consciousness and ethics to change the society. Such changes generated a new current of
social context and relations likewise, in international forum. It is a bottom-up globalization as
paralleled to exist top-down globalization.

This thesis found that, at present, the world is at a great turning point towards a “new
learning process and system of sustainability agricultural development”. From the past involvement
and interaction of east and west, it indicated the mutual synthesis and maintenance of knowledge,
including diversity of learning process of local community. This process is moving to replace
discourses from power and authority system, which attempted to institutionalize and unify learning
culture and human conscience, to visualize and alternate philosophy at the turning time.

The researcher would like to propose that “Regional Cooperation Network”, be a new
alternative democratic system, which is a vital component needed for a non-business mutual work
plan. The social civil sectors and farmer organization sectors need to involve in planning to guard
against social benefit in strategic development plans. This alternate activity towards “Community
& Farmer’s Rights” includes drive for mutual standards on food, agriculture and environment
system. Corporation and sharing of bottom-up technology from destructured agricultural and
environmental rehabilitation are also expected. The farmers and communities would decide for
what route they will walk on. Extension, trial and error for artistic development are keywords for

this research for extension and development of art and culture.





