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ABSTRACT
TE 166330

The study on participation of the villagers in Ban Pong Royal Development Project,
Tambon Paphai, Sansai district, Chiangmai province, was aimed at (1) surveying personal,
economic, and social information of the villagers in the Project, (2) studying the villagers’
participation in the projects on eco-tourism and Chrysanthemum production for commercial
purpose, and (3) studying the factors affecting the villagers’ participation in these two projects.
The data was collected by means of interview schedules from 144 villagers in the areas under the
Royal Project and analyzed by using Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) for
Windows.

Regarding the personal, economic, and social background of the villagers, it was
found that the respondents were 51 years old on average, had completed primary education, and
were engaged in farming and hired for labor. They had an average of 4 household members,
owned 3 Rai of land, and had an average income of 95,623 Baht per year. Most of them were
native to Ban Pong and were members of Ban Pong Eco-tourism Club. Some subscribed
membership of the Rotational Fund for Cremation. The rest neither belonged to any local group
nor held any community formal position.

In regard to participation in eco-tourism, it was found that most respondents had no
training in the project in the previous year. They participated for an average period of 4 years and
contacted the project personnel for 1-2 times a year. Most of them received information
concerning the project from the project officers, the village’s public announcement system, and
the village chief, Concerning the production of Chrysanthemum for commercial purpose, it was

found that most of the respondents had no training in the past year and participated in the project
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for an average period of 6 years. They contacted the project personnel for 3 times a year. Most of
them received information about the project from their neighbors and used an average of 1.28 Rai
for growing the flower.

Regarding the participation of the villagers in eco-tourism, it was found that the
respondents participated at a minimal level with a mean of 2.41. Their participation was in the
areas of decision making, receiving benefits, and monitoring and evaluation, all of which were at
a minimal level.

Their overall participation in the Chrysanthemum production project was at a
moderate level (mean 2.92). Their participation was in the areas of decision making, receiving
" benefits, and monitoring and evaluation, all of which were at a moderate level.

The results of investigating the factors affecting their participation in the two
projects revealed that the villagers’ occupation, agricultural land holding, income, information
acquisition, social status, contact with project personnel, and training experience were
significantly correlated with their participation in the eco-tourism project and their occupation,
agricultural land holding, information acquisition, and contact with project personnel were found
to be significantly correlated with their participation in the commercial Chrysanthemum

production project.



