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ABSTRACT
TE 166470

This research aimed to explore the nature of population, behaviors in embracing
media and the related factors, satisfaction and application of the media received as well as the
needs of receiving media of the eyesight disabled people in the Northern Region School for the
Blind of Chiang Mai Province Under Royal Patronage of Her Majesty the Queen. There were 122
people in the study. The types of media were hearing media and touching media. The structured
interview and focus group were used.

The research findings revealed that there were slightly more female respondents
than male respondents. The average age was 16 years old. Most of them were in their 14-18 years
old but the number did not reach the half of all respondents. Most of the respondents were
studying at elementary school and domiciled in the upper North region. Their parents worked on
farming.

The media the respondents used most frequently was Braille books and the next
ones were radio and television, respectively. Most respondents gained access to media at school
and the average period was more than 30 minutes each day.

The respondents were satisfied with the radio broadcast at the high level, with tape
cassettes/CD (audio books) at the moderate level, with television at the high level, with the
Internet at the moderate level, with Braille books at the moderate level, and with relief picture
books at the low level.

Regarding the application of media received, most respondents found that it was
for the pleasure, relaxation, and relieve. The uses of media in maintaining their identities,
acquiring information for conversation, strengthening attitudes and opinions, upciating
information, and solving other problems were at the high level,

The respondents identified the radio broadcast the most convenient media but they
admitted that the most appropriate and most needed media was Braille books. Regarding the
presentation of the content, the respondents preferred the radio broadcast, tape cassettes/CD
(audio books) presenting entertainment the most. For the Internet, Braille books, and relief picture

books, they preferred them to present academic content the most.





