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The purpose of this quantitative study was to know the information perception of
the campaign of Dengue Haemorrhagic fever (DHF) prevention and its impact on public
behaviour of eradication of mosquito breeding place in Chiang Mai Province. A total of 124
people living in Amphoe Mueang, Amphoe Mae Rim and Amphoe Mae Teang were selected by
multi-stage cluster sampling for interviewing during February to March 2004. The interviewed
information consisted of Part I-General information about the interviewers, general knowledge of
DHF and attitude on prevention of the disease; Part II- Information perception in their daily life
and information perception related to the campaign of DHF prevention; Part III- the impact of
information perception on the public behaviour of eradication of DHF. In addition, data of larval
survey were compared with the results of interviews to see their correlation. Data entry was
performed by using SPSS and they were analyzed and descriptively presented as percentage,
average, Chi-square, ANOVA and Pearson correlation.

The results revealed that the studied population were mainly over 40 years of
age. Females were predominated. The majority had an education level of not over high school.
The main occupations were small business and temporary workers. The monthly income per
household was higher among the Amphoe Mueang group with a lesser extent Amphoe Mae Rim
and Amphoe Mae Teang groups. The three groups had a moderate general knowledge of DHF
that was not significantly different. Housewives, unemployed persons and elders appeared to
have lesser knowledge than students or middle aged groups. The attitude on DHF prevention
among the three groups was good and not significantly different.

The ‘information perception in their daily life was not significantly different.
Television was the most common medium for receiving information among the three groups

followed by radios, personal communication, newspapers, leaflets/posters and local broadcast,
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respectively. It is interesting to note that local broadcast played more important role in rural areas.
The information perception of the campaign of DHF prevention was similar among the three
groups. Television was the main source of the information followed by health officers/volunteers,
personal communication in family, local broadcast, neighbours, newspaper, posters, teachers, and
leaflets. Local broadcast played more important role in rural areas. In addition, the studied groups
informed that the campaign and the news of outbreaks could increase their activity of eradicating
the larval breeding places. However, the larval density measured as House Index (HI) among the
three groups was not significantly different. Those with or without a reported regular eradication
of larvae had a similar HI. The knowledge, attitude of DHF and information perception of the
campaign had no correlation with the HI, but the daily information perception had a negative
correlation with the HI.

The results of this study indicate that the information perception of the campaign
of DHF of Chiang Mai people had very little impact on their behaviour in eradication of mosquito
larvae. Improvement of DHF prevention may be achieved by increasing health education via
media focusing on people staying at home during the day time, and increasing the role of local

governments on the campaign.



