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ABSTRACT
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The objectives of this research were to study: 1) the environmental conservation and the
factors that affected the environmental conservation; 2) the problems, obstacles and suggestions
concerning the environmental conservation of the farmers who were the clients of Bank of
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (Samutprakarn Branch). The samples, using multi-
stage sampling, were 110 farmers - the clients of three local branches (Samutprakan, Bangplee,
and Bangboa) in the fiscal year 2004. The data were analyzed as percentages, means, frequency
distributions, standard deviations, weighted mean score and Chi-square.

It was found that most respondents were male with the average age of 40 years and
graduated from elementary school. Most of them were the family leaders and supported their
families with keeping fish and cultivating rice. They have no right on the land but have only
documents of right on their property. The respondents mostly had 39 rai and were the bank’s
clients for 9 years on average. Their purposes to be debtors were spending on living expenses
while waiting for selling their products and using as capital reserve for their careers. The bank
loan was less than 100,000 baht.

It revealed that the psychological opinion of the respondents toward the environment was
at a medium level (weighted mean score = 3). Their conscious mind about the environmental
conservation about their responsibility in solving the environmental problems and in performing
themselves for solving those problems were at a medium level with weighted mean score 2.67

and 3.36, respectively.
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It was found that their opinion about benefit espextations from the environmental
conservation as well as receiving information was at a high level with weighted mean score 3.45
and 3.44, respectively.

On recovering the eco-system, it was found that there was at a medium level with
weighted mean score 2.63. However, there was at a high level in recovering activities in the
following items: setting up the environmental conservation groups for cultivating herbs such as
citronella grass (weighted mean score 3.48) and using green manure, manure, and compost in
paddy fields and fish ponds (weighted mean score 3.48). The reduction of using insecticide,
fertilizer and composted water for casting out the insects was at a medium level with weight mean
score 3.29, 3.37, and 3.39, respectively.

About the factors that affected farmers’ environmental conservation, it was found that
there was significantly correlated (p < 0.05) in the following issues: their age, their educational
level, their social status, the amount of their loan, their conscious mind and predicting benefits
from environmental conservation, and the information received.

Concerning the environmental conservation problems and obstacles, it was found that the
respondents had low educational level; moreover, they had not knowledge and experience in this
area and were not supported from government and public organizations.

It was recommended that Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives should have
the study and training programs about environmental conservation for the clients in order to
establish their experience. Furthermore, the government and public organizations such as the
municipality, district, Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives and business companies
should have financial support for the respondents in order to perform their environmental
conservation activities or the local taxes should be taken for paying for environmental
conservation activities. They should also have academic support such as to make brochures,

advertising billboard, and local radio so as to give information to farmers.



