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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this music anthropology thesis was to conduct a study of folk
songs in Phanomtuan District, Kanchanaburi Province. The data included information
on musical performers, categories of folk songs, the roles of folk songs and analyses
of folk musical characteristics of the songs.

- Phanomtuan District is divided into 8 Tambons. There are districts located in
the highlands and the lowlands. Socially and culturally, the population groups and
their religious life are similar to other provinces in the middle part of Thailand.

At present the number of musical performers is decreasing and most are older.

The folk songs in the area were categorized in five types by season or by
festival. The following are examples of the categorization: folk songs in Songkran
festival, folk songs in agricultural festival, folk songs in Aokpansa festival and folk
songs that are sung or played at festivals in general.

The role of folk songs in the society and culture of the Phanomtuan District, is
defined by two aspects: 1) songs which have been inherited from the past, such as
Roiphansa songs and Klomdek songs ; 2) songs that have changed in presentation
from their original, such as Yei songs and Rumthoun songs.

The musical characteristics of the folk songs were analyzed through 18 songs.
It was found that most focused upon the words of poems, used short melodies over
one verse, and that the lyrics changed to follow the situation or story. The singing
movements were slow, moderate and fast. The tempo of the songs was both stable and
unstable. The songs used sound groups of about 3-4 tones. The methods of singing
were solo and group forms. The groups sang following a leader or they sang together
with the leader.
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