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## 4681905024 : MAJOR POLITICAL SCIENCE

KEY WORD: THAI POLITICAL ELITE/ PIERRE BOURDIEU/ REPRODUCTION/ CAPITAL
RUNGNAPA YANYONGKASEMSUK: ELITES IN CONTEMPORARY THAI POLITICS: A
STUDY OF PIERRE BOURDIEU'S APPROACH OF REPRODUCTION. THESIS ADVISOR :
SUPANG CHANTAVANICH, PROF. Ph.D., 508 pp.

This research aims to study the process of Thai elites’ production and reproduction of their cultural capital, on the relation
between cultural, social and economic capitals based on Pierre Bourdiew’s approach. The study used document about elites in the Thai
society and the interview of six case studies who are widely accepted as elite. It was found that family and school played an important role in
producing and reproducing elite’s capitals to their descendants. Capitals included economic, cultural, social and symbolic ones. Economic
capital is illustrated in wealth such as business, residence in prime area, weekend house in the countryside and collection of art work.
Cultural capital covers. three types which are the embodied state or kabitus expressed by gesture, manner, tone of voice, English language
fluency, ideas, ideology, taste, loyalty to the royal institution, fond of sports, attachment to the family, esprit du corps and devotion to the
nation; the second type of cultural capital is the institutionalized state which includes graduation from famous schools and universities from
overseas while elites who have less economic capital graduated from local famous schools and universities. The National Defence College is
Thailand’s highest educational institution or ‘grand école’ which produces and reproduces political elites. The third cultural capital, the
objectified state, is expressed by the possession of valuable and precious objects such as palace, collections, awards, decoration, business,
goods, or by personal writings such as mémoire, books, articles etc. Social capital of the elites was reflected through their social networks
created by their own relatives and spouse’s relatives, marriage, education and profession. Marriage created social capital by links with people
of the same capital and position and the one with descendants of the royal families. Education created social capital through the exclusiveness
of the famous schools attended and the National Defence College. Social capital was also reproduced in the profession including running a
business, joining the civil service, creating social activities etc. Symbolic capital is expressed by the possession of the family names and titles
that are recognized in the society, especially the one related to the royal institution; position in the business, politics, and society of both the «
elite, his or her father and his or her spouse, being an alumnus of famous education establishment, marriage to a descendent of the royal
families and receipt of decorations.

Among the four types of capital, economic capital is less significant for being a Thai elite while cultural, social and symbolic
capitals are the most important. The emphasis is on the relationship to the monarchy institution because this capital needs time to create, to
accumulate and to be recognized. Having positions in the social fields is another aspect of being elite because it shows the volume and types
of capitals possessed by elite. Nine social fields were identified, i.e, royal institution, business, politics, civil service, social activities, arts and
entertainment, education and literary, sports and religion fields. Having positions in five fields namely royal institution, politics, civil service,
arts and entertainment, and educational and literary fields are common to all case studies. In the royal field, cultural, symbolic and social
capitals related to the monarchy were practised. In the political and civil service fields, political power, political position and political capital
prevailed. Arts and entertainment field in where elites possess cultural capital that commoners could not compete due to the lengthy time
spent in accumulating such capital. In the education and literary field, elites practise cultural capital in the form of book and article writing of
which ideas could dominate others. Important strategies used to produce and reproduced all capitals are educational, matrimonial and
sociodicy strategies. Educational strategy was practised by attending distinguished schoél, matrimonial strategy through the intentional or
unintentional marriage with spouse whose capitals are equivalent to the elite, and sociodicy strategy could be found in the participation and
organization of social events such as parties, alumni gathering and parties for friends who graduated in the same promotion. Such events

could strengthen group relationship and social capital could be mobilized when needed.





