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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study Mahidol University students’ level of
awareness and factors affecting awareness of global warming, as well as to study
opinions and recommendations from students in the sampling group. Data was collected
in this applied quantitative study from 400 bachelor degree students of Mahidol
University, in the Academic Year 2006. A questionnaire was used as the research
instrument and data analysis was done by means of descriptive statistics and analysis of
variance along with multiple classification analysis.

Study results showed that the majority of Mahidol University students had
awareness of global warming at a moderate level. Factors influencing classification of
awareness were gender and environmental value, which had an influence on global
warming awareness at a statistically significant level of P = 0.05. Even though the
majority of the students had awareness of global warming at a moderate level, when
particular issues were studied in detail it was observed that the majority of students gave
answers in terms of agreement at a low level regarding the issues related to their direct
participation in problem-solving of global warming. This implied that although the
students had an awareness of global warming, awareness toward self-expression of their
roles in problem-solving was still at a relatively low level. At the same time, it was found
that even though factors related to information perception did not significantly influence
classification of awareness, the majority of students had a perception of global warming
mostly from the public media, while perception from others media such as teachers and
lecturers was relatively low. . .

It is recommended that in addition to -direct communication, the promotion of
environmental activity that stimulates the feeling of environmental value should help
students have greater awareness of global warming. However, there should be clear
understanding that ‘the problem of global warming is unsolvable using only the
application of knowledge and technology, and that this problem requires international
participation in problem-solving. Although study results indicated that the majority of the -
students had awareness of the problem at a moderate level, awareness of the roles in
problem-solving and information perception from the media within the institution was
still relatively low. As a result, students should have more opportunities in perceiving
various problems important to the lives of people within society, both at national and
international level. This would allow students to improve perception of social changes
and global changes in a timely manner, as a result of being educated at an international
level institution.
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