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The purposes of this research were 1) to develop a valid scale to measure emotional intelligence
(EI) by applying the Buddhism concept for Thai lower secondary school students 2) t(; develop and validate
the EI model 3) to test the EI model invariance across groups of students with different gender and type of
school. A sample of 2,233 students was drawn by multistage random sampling from lower secondary school
students, Office of the Basic Education Commission, Ministry of Education. The reliability of the scale was
analyzed by using Cronbach's alpha coefficient. The criterion related validities were confirmed by the
correlations between the scores from the Big Five scale and the Coping scale. The construct validity was
detected through second order confirmatory factor analysis. The statistics were descriptive, Pearson’s
. products moment correlation by using SPSS 10.0, Microsoft Office Excel 2003, and LISREL's
multigroup procedure.

The major findings were: 1) The Emotional Intelligence Scale by applying the Buddhism, the
threefold training of Tri-Sikkha or Eightfold Path, consisted 3 dimensions included Good Behave, Good
Mind and Good Thinking. Each of 54 situation items had 3 questions; feeling or emotion, thinking, and
intentional acting, each question had four choices which score weight ranged from 1-4. The reliability of the
scale, Cronbach's alpha coefficient value was .935, the Good Behave scale; the Good Mind scale and the
Good Thinking scale were .871,.843 and .840. The correlations between the scores from the Big Five scale
and the Coping scale were .423 and .432 respectively. 2) The construct validity of the scale, the secondary
order confirmatory factor analysis indicated that the model was fit to the empirical data (chi-
square=103.345; df=98; p=.336; GFI=.996; AGFI=.990). The model accounted for 74.2 100 85.2 percent of
variance in Good Behave, Good Mind and Good Thinking respectively. 3) The model indicated invariance
of model form, but all parameter were variance between the gender .The model indicated invariance of

model form between types of the school.





