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This research project analyzed genres of television news programs, exploring and categorizing the formula of
genre and sub-genres of television news programs locally produced in Thailand. The research methodology includes: an
analysis of 69 television news programs broadcast between November and December 2005, in-depth interviews with
producers of television news programs, interviews with audiences of television news programs.

The research found that television news programs broadcast in 2005 can be categorized into one genre and
three sub-genres as follows:

1) Classic News Genre: This is the original and most prevalent genre of news program, focusing on fact and
credibility. The content is varied. It is presented by news anchors in a formal news bulletin style. This genre places more
emphasis on the content of the news than on the news anchors. Presented in a formal style, the editorial team is
responsible for the credibility of the content. It offers only a very limited space for advertisements. Examples of the program
of this genre are “News at 6 pm” on Channel 11 and “Evening News” on Channel 7.

2) News Analysis Sub-genre: This sub-genre is presented in a news-magazine style, focusing on news analysis.
With formal, analytical and knowledgeable style, it emphasizes hard news. Presenters and analysts are respansible for the
credibility of the content which focuses on reasoning and rationality. Examples of the program of this sub-genre are “Gow
Tan Ta Lad Tun” on Modern Nine TV and “Sen Tang Nak Long Tun” on ITV.

3) News Show Sub-genre: Focusing on entertainment, this new sub-genre employs a talking style. It is presented
in a semi-formal and relaxed atmosphere. The content is varied; however, it predominantly focuses more on the main news.
The presenters are responsible for the credibility of the content. This sub-genre offers more space for advertisements.
Examples of the program in this sub-genre are “Reang Loaw Chao Nee" on Channel 3 and “Morning News” on {TV.

4) Infotainment News Sub-genre: This new sub-genre is a branch of the news bulietin style. It is presented with an
entertaining and friendly atmosphere. This sub-genre is the least formal genre, and focuses on soft news. The presenters
are the entertainers, while the editor is responsible for the credibility of the content. Examples of the program in this sub-‘
genre are “See San Ban Teang” on Channel 3 and “Dow Kra Jai” on Modem Nine TV.

Most of the news programs found in Thai Television are in the Classic News Genre. However, this genre is
developing to adjust to the changing behavior of audiences. Because of their simple production process, the other three
new sub-genres are mushrooming. They are also very popular among audiences, and offer more space for advertisements,
and consequently, more benefits for the producers. In this way, the Classic News Genre must develop in order to complete

with these three new sub-genres.





