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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were - to explore situations in patients with physical
disabilities who received Assistive Technology; the utilization of this technology; and
factors associated with the utilization. The study was conducted by interviewing
a group of 115 patients with physical disabilities who were involved in the
rehabilitation process at Ramathibodee Hospital and Sirindhorn National Medical
Rehabilitation Center. Data were collected from July to September, 2007 by
systematic sampling and by interviewing. Data were analyzed by frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, median, quartile deviation and chi-square test.

The results indicated that patients with physical disabilities received 1-2 devices.
Wheelchairs, canes, lower limp prostheses and walkers were often received.
Lower limp prostheses and canes were used the most, whereas walkers and
wheelchairs were rarely used. A lack of need, dissatisfaction and environmental
barriers were reasons for non-use. Activity of Daily Living aids, transfer aids,
transport aids, recreation aids, seating and positioning aids and home modification
were increasingly required, including repairing and maintenance services.

Factors associated with wheelchair use or non-use were age, satisfaction, tfaining,
ease of use, feeling while being_usé, aesthetics, size and weight. For cane users only
gender was an associated factor.

Suggestions concerning the gender, age, satisfaction, training, ease of use, feeling
while use, aesthetics, size and weight, should be considered in assistive technology
services. _

KEY WORDS: ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY / PHYSICAL DISABILITY /
UTILIZATION.
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