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ABSTRACT

The objective of this qualitative research was to study and investigate teaching
conditions, problems, and difficulties in the education of classical guitar performance in the
music program of Thaksin University. The research involved examining documentation,
conducting formal and informal interviews, and observing and participating in the music
classroom with the head of the music program, teachers of the classical guitar performance
classes, 7 teachers of other music instruments, and 19 students. The 19 students included in
the study were second, third, and fourth year undergraduate students and third and fourth
year master degree students.

Research results were : (a) the teaching of classical guitar performance was included
in Music Skill class 1-8; (b) the lessons contemplated group practice sessions; (c) the teachers
had master degrees, experience in music performance, and high expertise in music teaching;’
(d) students had diverse backgrounds regarding music skills; (¢) most students majoring in
music instruments had had brief lessons in classical guitar prior to studying in this music
program; (f) most students minoring in music already had basic skills in guitar chord
handling; (g) most students did not spend enough time practising; (h) even though the lessons
were supposed to be group practice sessions, teachers carried out the sessions both in groups
and individually; (i) teachers usually chose and decisded the songs for each student; (j) there
were not many extra-curriculum activities concerning classical guitar outside the classroom;
(k) classical guitars and other tools and devices for the classrooms had low sound quality; (1)
the size of the classrooms was not appropriate for group lessons; (m) evaluations and grades
were given twice per semester; and (n) evaluations were based on achieving goals previously
set by the teachers before the semester began.

Problems and difficulties identified in the research included (a) the lesson- group
practice sessions were not appropriate for advanced music lessons; (b) students- students
did not practise enough, mostly due to problems of time management. Moreover, classical
guitar activities outside the classrooms were sparse and may be inadequate. The students also
used low quality classical guitar. Lastly, there was no set standard for the quality of songs
used for the evaluation of each class.
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