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THE STUDY OF CROSS-CULTURAL TRANSLATION FROM THAI TO ENGLISH IN
THAI MOVIES’ SUBTITLES

SASI AOTARAYAKUL 5436372 LCCD/M

M.A. (LANGUAGE AND CULTURE FOR COMMUNICATION AND DEVELOPMENT)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: SIRINTORN BHIBULBHANUVAT, Ph.D.,
THEERAPHONG BOONRUGSA, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the strategies used in translating culture-specific
terms in Thai movies’ subtitles by analyzing the English subtitles of four movie genres,
namely: ghost, drama, comedy, and historical movies. The categorization of Thai culture-
specific terms is based on the five types of cultural terms proposed by Eugene Nida
(1964), namely: linguistic, social, material, religious and ecological cultures. In this
research, 197 cultural terms are found, most of which belong to linguistic culture,
followed by social culture, material culture, religious culture, and ecological culture. Each
movie genre reflects different types of culture. In drama and comedy movies, utterances of
linguistic culture are mostly found whereas religious cultural terms are used more in a
ghost movie than other movies. Of all, the historical movie is the category that shows the
highest frequency of social culture terms used.

According to the taxonomy of translation strategies established by Mona
Baker (1992), there are seven strategies found in the four movies: 1) generalization,
2) specification, 3) cultural substitution, 4) explanation, 5) transliteration, 6) omission, and
7) word-for-word translation. The results show that most of the time the word choices
used in the translated version accurately transfer the overall original meaning and emotion
of the characters and are concise enough to match the limited space on the screen.
Nevertheless, with respect to cross-cultural translation, the cultural meaning is yet

incompletely conveyed in the translated subtitles.

223 pages
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please take me to a hospital.
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Mr. Guang, what can I do for you today?
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Make sure to go to the market today.
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Punch and limes and make sure you get a lot of it.
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I think his name should be “O”.
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Why ‘EO”?
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Because I think he’s adorable. Whenever people see him,
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Aozldizenn Ta & §1lads

they will say Oh he’s “O” so cute.
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Pey,
winduneuugn weasIAllizIzAeh
I have to go now. Uncle Wat has errands to take care of.
dmylidymeyls vyMlFaumalseuzgn
If you have any problem, just talk to his Holiness.
ludeandauzgn
And son, don’t be scared.
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Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. Amen!
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I’m so sorry, abbot.
EE DU 1INT
Hmm...bless you.
PONNILAANTOMIY  nIuMIHRNAUATULA UL
All the town’s committees are here now.
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to use this sermon hall as an extempore place for the
serious matter discussion

o v o o
HANTUNSNUNUUD
as emergency happens unexpectedly
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without time to prepare for anything.
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U WIUIYNIY Collins COBUILD English Dictionary for Andvanced Learners (2001) 531)3143) 1
“a talk on a religious or moral subject that is given by a member of the clergy as part of a church
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Now the Demon’s spirit is here.
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Anyone has a question to ask?
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Demon?
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Yes.
wau RET
Follow me.
Uou A7
I’'m right behind you.
WAy NAAUSIN

You know everyone?

[] Y o
oy 390
Yes.
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No matter what nationality or religion?
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oy 390
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Yes.
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Demon?
[ [+

You 19y
Yes.

WAy AN
Follow me.

1oU ALd)

I’'m following you.

a o ()
IWaU ugaley
Demon?
[ [9)
oy Y3l
Yes.
a 9 a dy U dy =
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What color is this lady’s shirt?
S A

Uou Ty
Green.
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Just cough syrup! That’s it?
[ Y
15 Won l8eeaauIns luauug inae
My goodness, when he called I thought you were dying!
I Yy a A [ 3’;
ng 1oaena idonlagaunigaias
Look at Tock, wearing all white already.
Sa 1 kY G Y
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I thought he was already in mourning.
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Watch your mouth!
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Or you will end up picking up the tab.
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Mom, come on if you treat me this time,
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I pay you back during your funeral offering.
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How could she not be dead? Did you see her make up?
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Why are you protecting him? He will turn you into those freaking
monsters.
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The only thing you should be holding is the ten Buddhist precepts.
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We do not eat at this time.
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there was a Water of Allegiance to the King’s drinking
ceremony

J v <3 '
WITUITUNAYNA 1UNUTAININNTU

with all the members of the royal family shown up

v
[

Y YAy g S o o
YNNIURTWRTUBDITTIUNTUNUVANTSUANISTU
except for the 3 brothers of Trilateral that defied his royal
command.

4 Y 9
CRAIEERY “guuseelany” Ue 97-102)

o 1 o 1 A A 2 o 1 A A A

Slumasmu NUATN “wa‘z‘wmmqﬂu” PIA1IT “NTENUI” 1T “N

@ 5 2 @ v oA J 1 I 9}3’; A v = 1 @

J7 UU Wﬁ]umﬂmaumwummmﬁamﬂanm Lﬂu]‘lﬂWQ@WﬂWﬁﬂﬂﬁgﬂﬂcﬁﬂﬂgiuWﬁgi1“]5')\1

A 4 g = v o w o 1 v o o EY

NIDDIATTNIAAVDDNUUITNIAY Llﬁg‘ﬂﬂizﬂﬂﬁ'lﬂiﬂﬂig‘ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂuWi&’LLWui’lﬂfUﬁaﬂﬂﬂWﬂi@
v o [ A4 A I A = g’/ 1 9 o @

IFIARAT  d1NTU “‘Wig‘ﬂuﬂﬂiﬁﬂu” L“lJu“lf’i)ﬂl'ﬁ)ﬁ'ﬁ]’lﬂ’liclf\?ﬁﬂﬂgﬁ’E]u‘V]’lfJﬂJ'ENWi&’iT’H'NﬁiJEJﬂEQ
= P Y 9 o Y 1A I ' A [ 9 Y

ﬁi@q‘ﬁﬂ’l Glﬁlfl,‘]JuTIEN‘W5815\1’&71’”5'”‘1/‘!53Li]'lllwuﬂulﬁﬂi]ﬂﬂﬂ'ﬂiﬂfﬂ'ﬁ WaAITNINISIDYHIVITY

@ Yy @ ~ A& rr’dy a J an
Iﬂﬁﬂigaﬁjﬁwuﬂ Ulﬂlﬁ@ﬁ]ﬂﬁgﬂﬂuagﬁjﬁiﬂﬁvﬁ/\ligﬂuﬁﬂﬁﬂu (G]ﬂiUU’JTIfJ INHATAT, 2546: 64-65)

[ [
=~ Y 1

Aasy o A A o Y Y Yo 493 ~ dy
NWEDNYUITIINTSUTUAN HIDNTTAUIAN 61]@\1‘1/‘!53Lﬂ1®§lﬂ3ﬂ5h1ﬂﬁ1ﬂﬁ]@ﬂluﬂ ISNUINNU

v o Jdo o 1 2 3 4 o 1 \ & 1
Tuunmla guaaldmsiodwnnudin “nsatly FauFommz vazudadin “nszginge 2

' '
£y A

& g = A - B v £ s
“palace” “B\TLTJHﬂTi@Iﬂ'JTiJVIQﬂ@I@Q LW§1$W§$ﬂuﬁﬂiﬁﬂulﬂu‘ﬂ’E)Qi’)”lﬁfﬁl]@\?ﬁﬂ‘l!”lﬂﬁf@WiVNﬁ
A [ Y I [ 3 v o 9 v 14 @
Wii’)@?%ﬂﬁ”l')llﬂ'n Lﬂmwmmaﬂ‘lmwwasswﬂmmmm msutlamemsnuannisenouny

° @ o [ a 4 3 3
msudadnum ldilddsuenslumwudhwmnad lsunveaSeanniu - uaziilums

[ <3 [ [ 4 = 9
‘E]”IfJ“VI’E)ﬂ‘]JigLﬂu‘VIN’JW‘L!‘ﬁiiﬂllﬁgﬂiz’J@IﬁT?fﬁiulﬂﬂ@ﬂﬂ’Jﬂ

v ) d’
£$9YIN 109

¢ v K v ) o 9d S
ADIUNITU WﬁQﬁ]’]ﬂW53@’]@7]1]7‘5%1!?]5@\151%51@53ﬂgﬁu\i L('l]']ﬁ']!v@ﬂﬂﬁ @L‘l]u‘Wﬁglﬂ)'Hﬂ'] N

aq

¥
=

' I 1A a
mwnmﬁauwNﬂizmﬁﬂzmmﬂuwszﬁumuﬂmmu Wiz@u‘ﬂi"ﬁ"ﬂﬁ@ﬂLﬁ’ﬂ\‘ill"l'W’]J'WiSEJ”l

FAUNBIANEYAABAUDIT09AINA1

=) < 1 o

9
WISAMNTIUA  Tuduwanil ’é)\igllﬂil] uﬂ"iuﬂclﬂuﬂ
It’s so gloomy in the palace at this time.

9 @ <3 ds! ] A d a a 4 [ [
Lﬂ'lﬂ'll’f]ﬂ‘i/lﬁ!,ﬁﬂﬂ"lluﬁ)gﬂuWi$‘1/]u\1fjif]'l@ﬂiuﬂiﬂgnﬂ?u




JuNaINe1ay yH1INgaeNiaa ARLY. (MR TAUTITUNONTHOENTHATMTWAL) / 149

Everyday Prince Ekkataht goes up to the Suriya-amarin throne
hall
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Some days he even had the Chaisri Sword on his laps
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and remove it off its sheath for everyone to see.
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Hundred Thousand City.
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The other day my dad took me to Million City.
udnivegaselnumse

And where is that?
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It’s 1 zero away from 100 Thousand City
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What about you, what is your nickname?
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Ice?
Ay 3 Y 3 < ' o
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So your family makes Ice cubes?
3 < l 1
vnorwds 1y §14Tay
Yes, how did you know?
2] 1 o 1 [
AN I‘ﬁWZJE] WURUAU NNYNIDIUSHUD
Oh I was just kidding. I was trying to be funny.
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Actually, my house does sell ice cubes.
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I was named after the family business.
1 g’; Y a
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My dad gave me my name.
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So it’s a Ice’s shop as in Ice, right?
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HENG comes to collect the money for the sand.
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I don’t know where PRANG is.
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SANG went to look for her and disappeared.
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The boat train is going up north, right?
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Yeah maybe, tomorrow at the latest.
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I think SANG will split.
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I was born into a family of comedians.



fiA 1911380 nadtmsutladutausssu / 162

9 A g = v A o
@]1!&5]38&61"’1]6\‘]Nuulﬂuﬂﬂﬂaﬂﬁﬁ’)\ﬂﬂ’l\‘]!ﬁﬂ’)l&%ﬂﬁﬂ
We come from a long line of royal court jesters.
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No, I don’t.
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You have a date to watch cartoons?
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It’s 3:00 P.M. already, I think you’re too late.
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Gosh! Tock, aren’t you still on baby formula
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and now you have a girlfriend?
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What is 11 in English?
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One two
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One three
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Oh god is this joke going anywhere? Nowhere to go?
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You dared to name your kid after Lortock.
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Not considering for a second, he might not be funny?
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One what?
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Is the Songkran.
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Your sister-in-law is ripe enough to be eaten.
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You have a dirty mind.
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She’s just turned 15 on last spring tide.
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It’s just ripe.
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Her pi doesn’t stink yet.
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If I were you I would...
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You dirty son of a bitch.
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That’s a Nibung tree.
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This kind of palm tree...
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Is used by the villagers to celebrate the Hungry Ghost ritual.
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It took place in the afternoon. So you missed it.
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Love is likes a Banyan tree.
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It’s blossoms keeping us cool in it’s shade.
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I’'m coming to see the master.
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He’s busy soaking the herbs in the Lord Buddha room,
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Mom, where are the fried garlic chives?
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But there is some custard bread left.
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Don’t you dare do to me what you did last night.



fiA 1911380 nadtmsutladutausssu /172

<
IGN m@@z%mmmaz
What’re you talking about?
A T3 YA
w‘lumugwmmﬂ

I don’t know anything.
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Pass me the putty.
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Don’t you remember what you did last night?
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No I don’t, I was drunk.
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THE STUDY OF CROSS-CULTURAL TRANSLATION FROM THAI TO ENGLISH
IN THAI MOVIES’ SUBTITLES
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THEERAPHONG BOONRUGSA, Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

1. Introduction

Movies are entertainment media which play a role in reflecting the reality
of society, culture, and way of life. Moreover, they are considered as historical records
in which evidences of different periods such as lifestyles, changes, and even ideas and
beliefs have been presented. Accordingly, movies are important heritages that are
worth studying by later generations. It can be said that a movie is a factor that enables
the spread of languages and cultures from one society to another. People can learn the
way of life and ideas of people from different cultural backgrounds through movies.

The first movie was created in 1895 by the Lumiére brothers who
projected a short movie from a Cinématograph in Paris, France. After that,this kind of
movie-making was spread to other countries, including Thailand. In 1897, movies
were shown for the first time in Thailand, and 3 years later, the first Thai movie
business was founded by a member of the royal family. As Thai people became more
interested in them, movies provided important business opportunities which could be
seen at increasing numbers of cinemas showing imported foreign movies, especially
during the Second World War (Chamroenlak Thanawangnoi, 2001:201).

Since then, movies have become one of Thailand’s major trading products.
At present, advanced technologies allow people to communicate more conveniently

and more widely — from local to regional communication. This results in fiercer
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economic competition, which has become part of Thai people’s lives. To cope with
such competition, Thailand has made efforts to develop its economy and exporting
movies is one of its strategies.

In 2010, The Ministry of Culture implemented a policy to improve
Thailand’s movie industry by granting 200 million baht to fund movie making whose
content was related to Thai culture and society (Ministry of Culture, 2010). In 2012,
realizing the benefit to be derived from cultural value, the Ministry of Culture
launched a five-year plan (2012-2016) to promote the movie and digital content
industry in order to establish Thailand as the hub of the movie industry in Asia
(Ministry of Culture, 2012). Moreover, Thai movies have received worldwide
recognition in international film festivals such the Cannes Film Festival in France and
the Pusan International Film Festival in Korea.

For a movie to be publicized worldwide, it is essential that communication
problems be avoided in terms of both language and culture. Subtitles are often needed
to overcome such problems, but even so, they cannot fully resolve all translation
problems since each culture has a different linguistic system. Some terms have
specific meaning that can only be understood by people in that culture. This makes
subtitling a challenge for translators. As language is part of culture, it is important to
know and understand the cultural and societal rules of the target language.

As a result, this research aims to study how culture-specific terms in Thai
movies are translated into English. The Thai movie industry is developing and this
research hopes to offer a useful method for translators in terms of subtitle translation
and the translation of culture-specific terms. Possible improvements in English
subtitling can hopefully earn Thai movies greater popularity and enable non-Thai
audiences to better understand Thai culture.

2. Objective
To study how culture-specific terms in Thai movies are translated into

English
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3. Scope of the Study
3.1 The English subtitles are studied from 4 movie DVDs which are
different in genre. The movies, divided by genre, include:

1) Ghost movie — “Phobia2” was first released in 2009. The DVD is
produced and distributed by GMM Tai Hub Co., Ltd. (GTH).

2) Drama movie — “Song of Chaophaya” was first released in 1990.
The DVD is produced and distributed by Mangpong 1989 Public Co., Ltd.

3) Comedy movie — “The Little Comedian” was first released in
2010. The DVD is produced and distributed by GMM Tai Hub Co., Ltd. (GTH).

4) Historical movie — “Thai Unsung Hero” was first released in 2011
on Thai PBS television station. The DVD is produced by BB Pictures Co., Ltd. And is
distributed by GMM Grammy Public Co., Ltd.

3.2 The data of Thai culture in the source text is collected by using Eugene
Nida’s theory (1964) the criteria of which include:

1) Ecology Culture

2) Material Culture

3) Social Culture

4) Religious Culture

5) Linguistic Culture

4. Methodology

4.1 Research Methodology
This research is a qualitative research which analyses the English subtitles
in Thai movies in order to study the problems caused by linguistic and cultural

differences and their solutions.

4.2 Literature Review
The theories reviewed in this research include theories about culture,

translation, and subtitles. The main theory about culture is Eugene Nida’s “Problems
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of Cultural Difference” (1964). As for translation strategies, Mona Baker’s ‘“Non-
equivalence Solutions” (1992) is adopted as a main theory and is supported by
Sanchawee Saibua’s “Translation Techniques of Adjustment” (2007), Phimphan
Wessakoson’s “Thai to English Translation” (2012), and Diaz Cintas & Remael’s
“Subtitle Translation” (2007). Relevant researches in the field of culture and
translation, especially culture-specific term translation with technical limitations, were

also reviewed.

4.3 Movie Selection

In this research, the Thai movies selected for study are in the form of
DVDs with English subtitles and were bought from the following 2 sources:

1) Home country source: 4 movies were bought from DVD stores in the
business area of Bangkok, Thailand

2) Outside home country source: 2 movies were bought online from the
website named www.yesasia.com and another 2 movies were borrowed from a person
who had bought the Thai movies abroad.

All 8 movies were watched and culture-specific terms were simultaneously
recorded according to Nida’s theory (1964). Considering the need for a sufficient
number of culture-specific terms in total, and a variety of movie genres, the 4 movies
finally selected were: the ghost movie (“Phobia 2”); the drama (“Song of
Chaophaya”); the comedy (“The Little Comedian®); and the historical movie (“Thai

Unsung Hero”).

4.4 Translation Analysis

To analyze the accuracy of the subtitled English versions, the meaning of
the culture-specific terms in the source text were analyzed first and followed by an
analysis of translation strategies employed in the subtitling. Also, the following
peripheral factors were taken into account:

1) Meaning of the translated text

2) Context in the movies
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3) Technical limitations of subtitling, notably the fact that, as Diaz Cintas
& Remael (2007: 23) claims, viewers are able to read only 70 to 74 characters in 6

seconds

5. Results
In this research, 2 main topics of study were categorized which are, the
study of culture-specific terms in the source text, and the study of cross-cultural

translation to English.

5.1 Culture-Specific Terms

Following the categorization of culture-specific terms found in the 4 Thai
movies using Nida’s theory (1964), altogether 197 terms were found which can be
categorized into 5 types of culture. The terms sorted out in descending order are
shown below.

Linguistic culture terms run out at 87 terms

Social culture terms run out at 50 terms

Material culture terms  run out at 43 terms

Religious culture terms  run out at 11 terms

Ecology culture terms  run out at 6 terms

The categorization of culture-specific terms informs us that each movie
genre reflects a different type of culture. The movies “Song of Chaophaya” and “The
Little Comedian”, were outstanding in terms of linguistic culture. “Song of
Chaophaya” reflects the life in olden times when clear differences between urban and
rural areas started to reveal themselves, and when people liked to talk using
comparison and literal-style idioms more than people do these days. This is why many
utterances reflecting linguistic culture are found in this movie. “The Little Comedian”
is a comedy movie. It contains word plays that are used to create jokes. On the other
hand, in “Phobia2”, religious cultural terms are used more than in other movies due to
the belief in ghosts connected to Buddhism that appear in the movie. Of all, “Thai
Unsung Hero” reveals the highest frequency of socio-culture terms used, for instance,

ranks and titles of noblemen in Ayutthaya period. Moreover, each category of culture
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can reflect other types of culture. For example, the metonymy term read in Thai rom-
chat literally means many-tiered umbrella. It is classified into linguistic culture but it
also reflects social culture relating to Thai custom and Thai people’s loyalty to the

king.

5.2 Cross-Cultural Translation

The strategies found in this research do not completely follow those
suggested by Baker (1992). Some strategies are consistent with the ideas proposed by
Sanchawee Saibua’s “Translation Techniques of Adjustment” (2007), Phimphan
Wessakoson’s “Thai to English Translation” (2012), and Diaz Cintas & Remael’s
“Subtitles Translation” (2007), whereas some are new findings, notably, the
translation of proper names. The cross-cultural translation strategies found in the study

total 7 in all, as follows:

5.2.1 Generalization

In the case that a word in the source text has a very specific
meaning and is difficult to translate, the use of a word that has broader meaning is
applied to cover and include the meaning of the word in the source text. An example
of this strategy can be seen in a scene from “Song of Chaophaya”. The Thai word soi,
which means an alley or a lane that runs off from the main road was translated to
street to cover the meaning of smaller street like soi and to convey a more appropriate

image of the alleys along Sukumvit road.

5.2.2 Specification

This technique contrasts with the one in 4.1 in that the word
used in the translated text has a more specific meaning than in the source text. For this
strategy, the translator uses a word to represent the total meaning of the word in the
source text. This sometimes conveys the meaning more clearly in the target culture,
but the meaning might be distorted provided that the selected word does not really
cover the meaning of the source-text word. An example is the translation of the
implicative meaning of the word Nang Ek La Korn as Rose from Titanic. As Rose, the

lead character in the film “Titanic”, possesses similar characteristic to Nang Ek La
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Korn, the leading female character in a Thai drama who is stereotypically self-
sacrificing; she is used to represent the personal characteristic that the movie wants to

convey.

5.2.3 Cultural Substitution

In this thesis, this strategy is used the most often. As Baker
(1992: 31) suggests this strategy involves replacing culture-specific terms in the
source text with one more familiar to the target audience. The substituted terms might
not have the same meaning, but the reader can at least appreciate what Baker calls the
“concept” that the movie communicates. In this research, culture-specific terms that
are substitutions relate to people, social titles, taboo words, address terms, jokes,
religion-related terms, and Asian cultural elements. An example is the substitution of
the term pee, used as an address term to address a senior male who is unknown to the
addresser, with mister which has the same meaning and functional characteristics.
Thus it can be understood by a western audience, though the full cultural implications
of the family-like social structure of Thai society is not retained in the translated

version.

5.2.4 Explanation

This strategy 1s applied from one of Baker’s theories,
“paraphrase using unrelated words”, suggesting modification based on “unpacking the
meaning of the source item” (1992: 38) for cases in which the word in the source text
has a complex cultural meaning whose concept does not exist in the target culture.
This sounds similar to the explanation of the source-text meaning as it uses phrases or
sentences to explain and make the audience understand more easily. Also, explanation
can be done by merely adding a short word to explain more about the source-text word
and, at the same time, it saves space in subtitles. One example is the explanation of a
royal tradition, Water of Allegiance to the King’s drinking ceremony. The translation
explains the characteristic of the source-culture ceremony by using words like “Water

of Allegiance” and “drinking ceremony”.
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5.2.5 Transliteration

Transliteration is the use of English letters to write Thai words.
There are 2 types: transcription and transliteration. Usually, this method allows the
target audience to read and pronounce the Thai words easily. From the study results,
transliteration was used in 3 ways which are: 1) transliteration of proper names, for
example, Kiak Kai, an ancient Thai military rank in the movie “Thai Unsung Hero”; 2)
transliteration in combination with translation, for example, a proper name for a place
Pho Temple; and 3) non-transliteration of proper names, a new finding that was only
revealed in the comedy movie, for example, the character’s name meaning the top of
the pine tree is directly translated as Pine-top because the character, Pine-top, is a
dwarf and his physical characteristics, which bely his name’s meaning, founds a
sarcastic joke.

5.2.5 Omission

In case that there are no equivalences in the target language
and culture, the words will be omitted in the translated version. It may diminish the
full meaning, but the main essence can be retained. According to Baker (1992: 40),
omission is acceptable in certain contexts, especially when the meaning of a culture-
specific item is not important enough to justify providing an extended explanation.
The result shows that most of the omitted words were short and did not affect the main
content. For example, in the movie “Phobia 27, the translator omits the term mub
(meaning the food-filled container for feeding the hungry ghosts) in the sentence
“Those offerings are for hungry ghosts”. Even though the loss of the word mub avoids
any referential association with southern Thai traditional rituals, it does not affect the
gist or coherence of the exchange. Furthermore, the sequence of pictures helps to

convey the meaning.

5.2.6 Word-for-Word Translation

Word-for-word translation is the preservation of both the
structure and meaning of the source-text words (Sanchawee Saibua, 2007: 43). This
technique may not allow the target audience to get a true idea of the particular item in

question. For instance, the idiom her pi (correctly spelt pee) doesn 't stink yet, literally
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translated from a Thai idiom, sounds strange in English as there is no equivalent
figurative concept in western culture, even though the audience can get a rough
understanding from the context that it is dirty talk about a women’s age.

However, sometimes word-for-word translation can convey the
meaning that is understood by the target audience and, as the result shows English
words used for some culture-specific terms are universally familiar and understood by

the target-culture audience.

6. Conclusion

Categorizing culture-specific terms according to Nida’s theory (1964: 90-
97), identified a total of 197 cultural terms, most of which belong to linguistic culture,
followed by terms related to social culture, material culture, religious culture, and
ecological culture.

Seven translation strategies were found in this research: 1) Generalization
2) Specification 3) Cultural Substitution 4) Explanation 5) Transliteration 6) Omission
and 7) Word-for-Word Translation.

Each movie genre reflects a different type of culture. In drama and comedy
movies, utterances reflecting linguistic culture were found to be the most frequent
whereas religious cultural terms were used more in the ghost movie than in the other
movie genres. Of all, the historical movie category had the highest frequency of socio-
culture terms.

It can be seen from this study that translators sometimes use 2 strategies at
the same time and that the choice of strategy usually depends on the context and at
what point the time that the conversation takes place in the movie. In terms of
accuracy of the translated subtitles, translators, mostly, choose words that can clearly
and accurately convey the meaning and the emotion of characters. Even though some
words may be different in meaning, they can still convey the appropriate mood
desired. However, incorrect translation is the result of 2 main causes. First of all,
translators do not study the source-text culture in detail. This makes them misinterpret
the source-text meaning and therefore make inappropriate choices of words. The

second cause is the lack of knowledge of target-text culture which can create
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misunderstandings among the target audience. Moreover, in terms of cultural meaning,
the essence of Thai culture has been subdued as there are no equivalent English words
to explain Thai culture in detail.

To enable the target-culture audience to truly understand and feel the same
“sentiment” as the source-culture audience, awareness of movie’s genre is important.
It helps the translators understand the objective of the movies they are translating and
select the translation strategy that suits the objective better. Moreover, in order to
make the best choice of words, translators need to ensure their translation consistent
with the pictures that appear on the screen. If they fail to match the visual image with
dialogue depicted, the words used in the translated text may be incongruous to the
situation in the movie.

Because of the complicated nature of Thai culture as well as the limited
space available on movie screen, mistakes in conveying the meaning can happen in
cross-cultural translation. The problem of incorrect word choices that is found makes
me realize that proficiency in two languages may not be sufficient to create good
quality cross-cultural translation; the translators need to understand the culture of both
the source text and target text. Knowledge of the source-text culture allows translators
to interpret the meaning more accurately while knowledge of the target-text culture
helps reduce the problem of distorted meaning and also enables the translators to make
the right choices of words.

7. Recommendations for Further Study

1) The study of joke translation in Thai movies, both in comedy movies
and in general movies in which jokes exist

2) The understanding of foreign audience toward Thai movies

3) Non-verbal language in movies that assists in translation such as
characters’ gesture or atmosphere in the movie

4) The study of translation of movies that are made from literatures
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U aan Ineu (Woaou'ld) (The Little Comedian)
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y13039UaaY (Thai Unsung Hero)
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