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TRADDITIONAL THAI CONGA DANCE AND MUSIC: A CASE STUDY OF
KHAMPHA-UNG SUBDISTRICT, POCHAI DISTRICT, ROI-ED PROVINCE,
THAILAND

BALI SAKCHAROEN 5036441 MSMS/M
M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: ANAK CHARANYANON, M.M., Ph.D.,
MANAT WATTANACHAIYOT, M.A,, Ph.D.

ABSTRACT

This research is about the characteristics and the surviving continuity of
Konga Dance within the Pochai district of Roi-ed province community, in Northeast
Thailand. This study, collected data by using Ethnomusicological methodology, focused
on the history and the passing on of the music and musical accompaniment of the Konga
Dance.

The Konga Dance and its music are passed on orally from generation to
generation. Most learning happens within the families that practice the dance and has
slowly expanded to outside of the family structure available to the greater public, despite
there being no written documentation to pass on the lyrics or style of the dance. In
contemporary performance the dance has been performed for entertainment, creating
social harmony, relative with the traditional Heat 12 Klong 14 and the way of life that
Isan (Northeast Thailand) people live. The accompaniment music for the Konga Dance
uses drums, finger cymbals, cymbals, shaking rattle, whistle and tambourine. The Konga
danceis a round couple’s dance between women and men. The most prominent
characteristic of Konga dance is moving the shoulders along with the music. The
drumming will continue without stopping and the singer will have to use improvisatory
skills to transition from one song to another. The music uses pentatonic scales and often
has melodic and lyric repetition. Usually the lyrics are about simple living and life in Isan.

KEY WORDS: MUSIC AND DANCE/ KONGA DANCE/ RUM TONE

93 pages
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TRADDITIONAL THAI CONGA DANCE AND MUSIC: A CASE STUDY OF
KHAMPHA-UNG SUBDISTRICT, POCHAI DISTRICT, ROI-ED PROVINCE,
THAILAND

BALI SAKCHAROEN 5036441 MSMS/M

M.A. (MUSIC)

THESIS ADVISORY COMMITTEE: ANAK CHARANYANON, M.M., Ph.D.,
MANAT WATTANACHAIYOT, M.A., Ph.D.

EXTENDED SUMMARY

Background and importance of the study.

To study cultures of other countries is ever expanding. To study about the
music of various cultures it is important to study about the localized history,
combining archaeology and belief systems in order to create a well-informed system
of study. To learn something you will need a lot of base knowledge to develop
research or study about what you want to learn. This is no different for Thai art
culture, which has various styles throughout the many regions of Thailand; north,
middle, Isan, south. Many people from different cultures and countries may not
understand the importance of the culture that they have seen; for example, some
performance, architecture or music. In regards to the following research the traditional
culture of Issan, which is a region of Thailand considered a distinct group of people
that come from many nationalities as well as having the largest population in Thailand,
can continue their traditions up to the present. The tradition this study focuses on is
called “Heat 12 Klong 14.” This tradition shows development unique and ages if this
area and it’s helo ti make this country continue until now.

In Heat 12 of 3rd month (Boonkawjee) at Pochai District Roi-Ed Province
there has been a traditional show of their district for many years, it’s called
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Boonkawjee. The best performances are in the Pochai district. Boonkawjee will begin
around February. Also during this time in the Pochai district there will be another
traditional show called “Conga Dance.” This dance came from a dance that is
developed from a conga rhythm. The rhythm is a Cuban rhythm mixed with Thai
traditional dance. This dance has an emphasis on the movement of the dancers’ hips
and is danced by couples. Men and women dance in circle, many of the performers are
considered old and they learned the dance informally from others and observation. In
the past this dance was entertainment for Issan people. It is performed at the end of
harvest season. One could find this dance in every village of Issan. Researchers are
finding this dance is disappearing and are finding little information about Conga
Dance. It may be because there are many things going on in this century, there are
many changes taking place. New cultures are really having an effect on this area. The
flow of information and media that have come to this area make language and
traditions at risk of being forgotten by the Issan people.

The problem is that the Conga Dance is one of the important traditions of
Issan and now this dance is dying because there is less information and fewer people
who know about this dance. spread out the document also spread out. Thus far nobody
has combined, analyzed and documented all information regarding the dance to make
more formal documentation of this tradition. This study gives researchers who are
concerned with the Conga Dance an introductory study that brings all the information
together so others can continue more research about it. Researchers will do research
about the Conga Dance in Pochai district Roi-Ed Province focusing on performance
history, continuing development of music and beliefs to help this tradition remain in

the Issan people and be a part of world heritage.

Objectives

2.1 To study the history and the continuing of the Conga Dance.
2.2 To study the music and lyrics of the CongaDance.
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Expected Results

3.1 To understand more about the history and passing on of the Conga
Dance.

3.2 To know more about the music and lyrics of the CongaDance.

3.3 To aid in the spreading of this tradition so more people will know
more about this.

3.4 To have information for people who are interested in this dance.

Scope of the study

This research will focus only on Paung County and Posri County in Pochai
District Roi-Ed Province

where have a system of learning from the past and develop to have a
characteristic of their own. The following research is a study about history, the

continuation and character of performance and music.

Agreements

The researcher will study characteristics and context by the following
means:

5.1 To present information gathered the researcher translated Issan dialect
into common Thai by asking a local person who knows Issan to translate it.

5.2 To present the music portion the researcher used the western music

system to transcribe the music.

Research Summary

Issan is considered an area that has the most population and has many
nationalities that still carry on traditions and unique cultures until now. For this study
the tradition that is really important is Heat 12 Klong 14. Issan is a region with the

most development of music. The music is beautiful. The tune of Issan music is an
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example of how advanced the society is from the past. The folk entertainment, artistic
dance and music of Roi-Ed are similar with people from Issan and reflect life and
society in Issan. Boonkawjee and good thing in Pochai district is a tradition that comes
from Heat 12 Klong 14. People believe that if you give alms during Boonkawjee you
will get a lot of good things back.

In traditional ceremony of Issan people, including Roi-Ed, the circle dance
is always present. As well as Morlum and serng which is a characteristic of each area
for entertain people who come that day. Conga Dance in one of the traditions that is
performed in Boonkawjee. Conga Dance is considered an old dance of Kumpaung
county and performed predominately by older people.

Conga Dance is based on a circle dance or Rumtone. Conga Dance came
to Pochai district not less than 70 years. The oldest of the people who perform this
dance today is 77 years old. He started this dance when he was 7 years old. He said he
didn’t know when this dance started but he knew it was already happening before he
was born. The Conga Dance heritage is transfer orally rather than by written
documents. In fact there is no documentation. The purpose of the Conga Dance is
entertainment also in the Issan area there are some beliefs about asking for rain for the
crops, which is a main occupation in this area.

There are many new compositions that are used for the Conga Dance
however the names of the composers are unknown. People just continue singing from
the past. The lyrics are about general things about life and love. They create the lyrics
and meaning by their tone of speaking and what is popular in that time. There are solo
songs and duets. There is couple dancing and group dancing but always dance is
between woman and man. It can be a small group or big group depending on how big
the party is. There are characteristics of this kind of dance. They use movement of the
body like stepping of the foot, moving of the hand, lifting of the foot, moving hands
on the hip, and lifting shoulders. All of this movement comes from natural movement
of everyday life and then is exenterated to make it more beautiful and smooth. For
example, the movement of bending the body and swinging it or the body is light and
bouncy when they step, snap leg, move hips, or move shoulders. The musical
instruments that are used for Conga dance are drums, cymbals, and whistle. The
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rhythm is created with the drums and cymbal. The instrumentation has changed over

time and now they use more instruments such as saxophone and tambourine.

Discussion and Recommendations from the research

Research was conducted from documents and field study, including
interviews and pictures from past Conga Dances.

The dance is a performance that reflects Issan peoples’ life. This Conga
Dance uses a circle dance and the performers create their dance by themselves. The
music is a type of Latin dance but the dance will be like circle dance combined with a
Thai style. The music will be like Conga Dance and sometime it will be mixed with a
fun rhythm like Searng, which will make the music become more traditional. The
lyrics are easy and straight forward so people can understand it and can easily be
merged into the community life. Besides entertainment this Conga dance also provides
an expression of asking for rain to make their vegetables grow. They will bring small
vegetable and put it together and dance around them. This Conga Dance was
performed for a good ceremony. This activity creates an opportunity for people in this
area to have more bonding. For example, when there are performances people will

come together and will talk about the show and practice together.

Suggestions

This research combines the information of field work of Conga Dance that
is found in Kampaung County in Pochai District Roi-Ed Province. The researcher
came to study and got information from interviews and recorded performances. The
researcher’s concern is about the problem that performers are old and some of them do
not have good health. This dance may disappear from Kampaung District. The
researcher wants the government to help support a new generation to learn this Conga
dance which is a real asset for people there. The researcher wants the government to

have a meeting with people who know about this dance, perform this dance and
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combine all of the information. This collected information and monetary support of

this performance will aid to continue this dance for generations to come.
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