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ABSTRACT

The focus of this study is the traditional accompanying music for the Nang Ta
Lung (shadow puppetry) of Banlat, a district in the Petchburi province (Thailand).
This research was conducted using Ethnomusicological research methods. A portion
of this thesis will be devoted to examining the cultural context in which the
performances take place. In this thesis, five musical bands have been analyzed, both
in regard to the musical instruments which they utilize and in regard to the content of
their accompanying songs.

The research has found that the Nang Ta Lung of Petchburi is derived from
the Nang Ta Lung in Southern Thailand. The Nang Ta Lung in Petchburi is used for
ritual, entertainment, distributing information and reflecting social condition and
morality. The performance of the Nang Ta Lung in Petchburi is divided into two
categories including Nang Nauk and Nang Nai. Most of performance troupe inhabits
at Banlat and Tayang district. The important comedians are Ai Kliang, Ai Kob (Ka or
Kae), Ai Kaew, Ai Nuay and Chekmeng. The stories of Nang Ta Lung are based on
the Ramayana, folk literatures and newly created stories. This performance is mostly
performed to fulfil one’s vow and in funerals. The process of performance is
Homrong (the overture),Boeknaphra (introducing the hermit puppet) , Rusi-Doendong
or Choenjao (worshiping holy spirit), Chablinghuakham or Chokmuay (opening
scene), telling the plot of the story and then beginning the story. The show usually
takes approximately 3 hours.

The musical instruments of Nang Ta lung of Banlat are Pi (oboe), Thon
(goblet drum), Glong (drum), Mong (medium-sized hanging bossed gong used in Thai
ensemble), Chab Lek (small flat cymbals), Chab Yai (large flat cymbals), Ching
(cymbals) and Krap (clapper). In the musical bands of the Nang Nok style, the
Ningnong (a pair of small flat metals suspended horizontally in a wooden box in the
form of Thai xylophone) is added. The songs for accompanying the Nang Ta Lung of
Banlat can be divided into 3 types: Thai classical songs, Thai country songs and folk
songs. Songs are used in various parts of performance including the overture, the
ritual of the performance, story telling and the end of performance. Thai classical
songs are mostly used in the overture and at the end of the performance. Thai country
songs and folk songs are played while the story is told. Improvisation is mostly used
in the music accompanying the Nang Ta Lung.
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